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A  baby  with  infant 
colic  needs  more  than 
a  drop  of  bubbly 

Most  remedies  for  infant  colic  and  griping  pains  work  on  the 
same  principle.  Dose  a  baby  with  an  effervescent  solution 
to  literally  blow  the  wind  out. 

Effective,  maybe,  but  rather  drastic. 

Surely  if  a  baby's  tummy  is  distended  with 
~"  J  wind,  it  is  preferable  to  disperse  the 
pressure,  not  increase  it. 

Dentinox  Infant  Colic  Drops  does  just  that. 
The  active  ingredient,  dimethicone  actually 
breaks  down  the  bubbles  of  accumulated 
drops  ingested  air.  Safely,  gently  and  quickly.  Yet 
*  —55-  only  1/2ml  is  needed  at  every  feed  to 
avoid  the 
misery  colic  and  griping  pains 
can  bring. 

Next  time  a  mother  asks  for 
your  advice  on  colic  or  griping 
pains,  suggest  she  keeps  the 
bubbly  for  a  celebration.  And  i 
recommend  Dentinox 
Colic  Drops. 


Infant 
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:oHc 


Dentinox  Infant  Colic  Drops 

Gently  relieves  babies'wind 
and  griping  pains. 


Dendron  Ltd.,  94  Rickmansworth  Road,  Watford,  Herts  WD1  7JJ.Tel.  (0923)  29251.    PL.  0133/0022  GSL 


New  lightweight  Fetherlite. 
New  heavyweight  advertising 


This  autumn  the  makers  of  Durex  will  be 
spending  £140,000  to  tell  your  customers  about 
new  Fetherlite  Extra  Fine.  The  poster  in  this 
picture  will  be  on  hoardings  all  over  the  country. 

Fetherlite  has  always  been  the  light  sheatn 


men  prefer.  And  now  it's  even  lighter— 10% 
lighter- it' 1 1  be  even  more  of  a  top  selling  branc 

Your  customers 
will  find  it  simply  light 
years  ahead. 


Durex  Fetherlite  Extra  Fine  is  a  trade  mark. 
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Writers'  code 


There  have  been  suggestions  that 
journalists  should  be  bound  by  a  code  of 
conduct  when  writing  about  medical 
topics. 

Speakers  at  a  Medical  Journalists 
Association  symposium,  sponsored 
recently  by  Ciba-Geigy  Pharmaceuticals, 
pointed  out  that  there  are  codes  of 
practice  —  not  to  mention  legal 
constraints  —  controlling  what  the 
industry  can  say  about  its  medicines  yet 
there  are  no  corresponding  codes  for 
journalists.  Similarly,  those  professions 
most  involved  with  medicines  — 
pharmacists  and  doctors  —  are  bound  by 
their  professional  organisations  to 
conform  to  certain  standards  of 
behaviour  and  are  prevented  from 
practising  if  they  fail  to  do  so. 

Dr  Eric  Snell,  the  Association  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Industry's  director 
of  scientific  and  medical  affairs,  said  that 
advertising  of  OTC  medicines,  for 
example,  had  to  be  "balanced  and  fair"; 
medical  journalists,  perhaps  more  so  than 
other  journalists,  had  an  equal 
responsibility  to  be  "balanced  and  fair" 
in  their  reporting. 

"Medical  journalism  is  rather  like  a 
medicine,"  he  commented.  "If  properly 
researched,  and  presented  with  due  regard 
to  the  balance  of  risk  and  benefit,  it  can 
only  do  good."  Otherwise  it  was  a 
positive  danger  to  health,  he  thought. 

Overall,  medical  journalism  has 
probably  done  far  more  good  than  harm 
in  the  past  and  has  a  vital  role  to  play  in 
preventive  medicine  in  the  future,  not 
least  in  making  healthy  lifestyles  more 
fashionable. 

The  Medical  Journalists  Association 
—  whose  current  chairman,  incidentally, 
is  a  pharmacist  —  was  set  up  in  1967  with 
one  of  its  aims  being  to  encourage  high 
standards.  This  coming  year  its  executive 
committee  will  investigate  the  possibility 
of  drawing  up  a  code  of  conduct  so  that 
the  Association  will  have  more  power  to 


bring  into  line  any  less  responsible 
"outsiders." 

This  may  be  difficult  because 
journalists  rightly  resent  any  moves  that 
suggest  interference  with  the  freedom  of 
the  Press.  But  there  must  be  a  way  to 
enforce  standards  without  imposing  all 
the  restrictions  of  a  profession,  and 
pharmacists  who  have  had  to  cope  with 
the  results  of  unfounded  scare  stories  or 
reports  of  unproven  "wonder  drugs"  will 
wish  the  Association  every  success.  ■ 

Simple  and  fair? 

"A  simplification  which  would  enable 
contractors  more  readily  to  understand 
the  method  of  payment  yet  nevertheless 
reimburse  small  and  large  contractors 
equitably  through  a  differential  system." 
That  laudable  aim  appears  almost  to  have 
been  achieved  by  the  proposed  new  system 
of  remuneration  now  set  out  in  detail  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  (p8 16).  Indeed,  with 
substitution  of  a  practice  allowance  and 
fee  for  on-cost  it  is  remarkable  how  near 
to  current  remuneration  the  proposals 
come  for  each  contractor  group  (see 
appendix  4). 

What  is  not  being  simplified,  of 
course,  is  the  costs  side  of  the  balance 
sheet  from  which  accrues  the  monies  to  be 
distributed.  It  is  perhaps  this  side  that 
most  confuses  the  contractor,  but  it  is  best 
left  to  the  statisticians  because  the  day 
politicians  are  able  to  apply  a  "norm"  to 
a  cost-plus  contract  —  as  recently 
threatened  by  Dr  Gerard  Vaughan  — 
would  be  a  black  one  indeed  for 
pharmacists  and  NHS  patients. 

Here  too  lies  the  danger  in 
simplification  of  payments.  While 
running  expenses  are  reimbursed  through 
on-cost  they  can  be  inflation-proofed 
without  a  percentage  change  being 
apparent:  when  there  are  only  Practice 
Allowance  and  fees  to  be  considered,  it 
will  take  some  public  relations  skill  to 
make  any  Review  Panel  awards  politically 
acceptable.  ■ 
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THIS  WEEK'S  NEWS 


Draft  'no  on-cost' 
contract  in  full 

The  workings  and  advantages  of  the  proposed 
"simplified"  NHS  remuneration  are  being  circulated  to 
LPCs  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee,  prior  to  presentation  at  the  LPC  conference 
on  March  7,  1982.  The  proposals  include  a  Practice 
Allowance  of  up  to  £8,000  and  higher  dispensing  fees  to 
replace  on-cost  (see  C&D  last  week).  The  proposals  and 
PSNC  costings  are  set  out  in  full  below. 


1 .  The  basis  of  NHS  remuneration 
provides  that  the  overall  amount  due  to  be 
paid  in  respect  of  prescriptions  dispensed 
consists  of  the  sum  of  the  following: — 

(a)  cost  of  materials:  (i)  drugs,  dressings 
and  appliances,  ie  net  ingredient  cost  less 
discount  per  a  graduated  scale;  (ii) 
containers; 

(b)  labour  and  overhead  costs  (NHS 
proportion); 

(c)  net  profit  margin. 

2.  Items  (b)  and  (c)  are  reimbursed  to 
contractors  by  payment  of: — 

(a)  a  professional  fee  per  prescription; 

(b)  a  graduated  on-cost  per  prescription 
calculated  as  a  percentage  of  the  net 
ingredient  cost; 

(c)  a  basic  practice  allowance  (BPA)  paid 
on  a  flat  rate  basis  and  not  related  to  the 
number  of  prescriptions  dispensed; 

(d)  sundry  payments,  ie  rota  and  oxygen 
therapy  service  fees  and  pre-registration 
trainees  grant. 

3.  From  the  contractors'  point  of  view,  it 
has  become  increasingly  difficult  to 
understand  the  payments  received  and 
what  they  accurately  reimburse  because  of 
the  complexity  of  the  system  of  payment. 
Gone  are  the  days  when  the  professional 
fee  represented  labour  costs  and  the  on- 
cost the  overheads  with  a  proportion  of 
the  net  profit  margin  in  each  of  those  two 
elements  of  remuneration. 

Contractors  unimpressed 

4.  The  contractor  is,  therefore,  focussing 
attention  upon  his  monthly  gross  NHS 
receipt  for  that,  to  him,  is  all  that  matters 
and  he  is  not  impressed  by  finely-tuned 
scales  of  on-cost  or  discount  designed  to 
reflect  the  differing  costs  of  operating  a 
business. 

5.  It  is,  therefore,  proposed  that 
consideration  be  given  to  a  simplification 
which  would  enable  contractors  more 
readily  to  understand  the  method  of 
payment  yet  nevertheless  seeks  to 


reimburse  small  and  large  contractors 
equitably  through  a  differential  system. 
6.  The  proposal  comprises  the  following 
two  separate  elements: — 

(i)  elimination  of  the  discount  scale  by 
deducting  the  total  discount  due  from 
total  NHS  remuneration  due  per  the 
balance  sheet; 

(ii)  elimination  of  the  on-cost  scale.  The 
net  total  remuneration  due  per  (i)  would 
be  paid  by  means  of  a  greatly  enhanced 
BPA  (to  be  renamed  Practice  Allowance 
—  PA)  and  higher  fees  but  existing  special 
payments  would  continue,  ie  Essential 
Small  Pharmacies  Scheme,  rota,  oxygen, 
pre-registration  training  grants  and 
additional  fees.  The  combination  of  the 
PA  and  fee  would  reflect  the  differing 
discount  terms  available  to  small  and  large 
contractors  and  the  varying  operating 
costs  which  they  incur. 


Advantages 


7.  The  advantages  and  relevant  comments 
are  as  follows: — 

(a)  the  system  of  payment  would  be 
simplified.  The  interaction  of  the  on-cost 
and  discount  scales  which  give  rise  to  the 
"dipper"  effect  would  be  eliminated.  If 
remuneration  is  intended  to  reimburse 
costs  and  profit  on  a  group  by  group  basis 
—  the  principle  used  since  1978  —  the 
calculation  would  be  simplified  by  using  a 
combination  of  one  flat-rate  payment 
(PA)  and  one  item  of  service  payment,  a 
fee  per  prescription; 

(b)  the  enhancement  of  the  PA  to  the 
£8,000  level  or  above  would  provide  a 
greater  financial  incentive  to  rational 
location  and  act  as  a  more  effective 
deterrent  against  "leapfroggers".  Those 
pharmacies  having  opened  between  July  1 
1980,  and  the  date  of  introduction  of  the 
new  system  of  payment  and  not  in  receipt 
of  the  current  BPA  would  be  allowed  to 
re-appeal  for  payment  of  the  PA  to  ensure 
equality  in  the  light  of  the  significant 


change  of  the  system  of  payment; 

(c)  historically  the  balance  sheet  has  been 
"overheated"  by  on-cost  payments  based 
on  net  ingredient  costs  (NIC)  which  have 
inflated  more  rapidly  than  expected.  The 
cessation  of  on-cost  payments  would  end 
the  differential  between  contractors 
having  a  high  average  NIC  and  those  with 
a  low  NIC  per  prescription  and  would 
permit  the  regular  revision  of  the  PA  and 
fees  —  this  could  be  linked  with  the 
determination  of  remuneration  on  an 
annual  basis  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Pharmacy  Review  Panel.  Future  trends  in 
NIC  may  be  affected  by  the  report  of  the 
Working  Party  on  Prescribing  Costs  and 
Government  action  in  respect  of  cash 
limits,  triple  prescriptions  and  the  greater 
use  of  generics  so  that  NIC-related 
remuneration  may  become  less  certain; 

(d)  the  enhancement  of  the  fee  would 
reflect  the  increasing  importance  of  the 
advisory  role  of  the  pharmacist  who 
would  not  be  influenced  by  the  effect  of 
drug  costs  on  his  remuneration; 

(e)  the  payment  of  a  PA  of  £8,000  or  more 
may  be  seen  as  a  sinecure  to  the  very  small 
contractor.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary 
to  graduate  the  PA  payment  for  example, 
from  £4,000  at  the  level  of  2,000 
prescriptions  per  annum  to  £8,000  at  the 
level  of  10,000  prescriptions  per  annum. 
Part-time  pharmacies  will  receive  the  PA 
according  to  their  prescription  volume; 

(f)  it  has  been  argued  in  the  past  that  on- 
cost payments  provide  a  hedge  against 


Appendix  1:  Comparison  of  present  and  proposed 
system  of  payment  based  on  1982  balance  sheet 
forecast 


Assume: 

Net  ingredient  cost 

Discount  at  5.44% 

Estimate  of  balance 
sheet  amount  due 
(operating  costs  +  net 
profit) 

Then 


p/Rx  313.50 

£m  1,003.200  (320m  Rx) 

p/Rx  17.05 

£m  54.560  (320m  Rx) 


£m  273.232 


System  of  payment 


Present  (£m) 

Proposed  (£m) 

Amount  due 

Net  ingredient  cost 

1,003.200 

1,003.200 

Less  discount 

(54.560) 

948.640 

1003.200 

Balance  sheet 

amount  due 

273.232 

273.232 

Less:  discount 

(54.560) 

Total  due 

1,221.872 

1,221.872 

Payments 

Net  ingredient  costs 

948.640 

1,003.200 

BPA  £2,400; 

PA  £8,000 

22.320 

74.400 

Standard  fees 

(40.00p,42.10p) 

128.000 

134.722 

Non-standard  fees 

3.500 

3.500 

On-cost 

113.362 

Sundry  (rota, 

oxygen,  etc) 

6.050 

6.050 

Total  paid 

1,221.872 

1,221.872 

816 
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inflation.  This  may  be  true  when  lengthy 
delays  have  occurred  in  agreeing  balance 
sheet  figures  with  DHSS  but  the 
remuneration  due  remains  the  same 
whatever  the  means  by  which  it  is  paid  to 
contractors.  As  noted  in  (c)  above  a 
system  of  annual  review  would  permit  the 
cessation  of  on-cost  by  aiming  to  pay  out 
in  a  year  the  sum  agreed  to  be  due; 
8.  Illustrations  of  the  change  in  the  system 
of  payment  and  the  financial  effect  on 
contractors  with  different  prescription 
volumes  are  set  out  in  the  following 
appendices.  It  must  be  emphasised  that 
the  models  (based  on  1982  balance  sheet 
figures)  serve  to  illustrate  the  principle  of 
the  scheme,  ie  to  establish  the  level  of 
NHS  payments  for  all  sizes  of  contractor 
as  closely  as  possible  to  the  existing  level. 
The  models  used  do  not  represent  a 
commitment  to  specific  figures,  which 
would  depend  on  the  timing  of  the 
introduction  of  the  new  system  and 
negotiation  with  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Ideally  any  change  would  be  effected  to 
coincide  with  the  availability  of  new  / 
additional  balance  sheet  money  which 
would  be  used  to  ensure  a  "no  detriment" 

position  for  all  contractors.  global  sum 


Appendix  2:  Present  system  —  1982 

Prescriptions  pa 

(000's) 

12 

24 

36 

48 

60 

72 

84 

96 

108 

120 

Net  ingredient  cost 
Containers 

P 
P 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

Payment  for  materials  (A) 

P 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

Fees(standard)40.00p 
On  cost  (NIC  31 3. 50p) 
BPA(£2,400pa) 

P 
P 
P 

40.00 
63.33 
20.00 

40.00 
39.19 
10.00 

40.00 
34.17 
6.67 

40.00 
31.66 
5.00 

40.00 

28.22 
4.00 

40.00 
28.22 
3.33 

40.00 
28.22 
2.86 

40.00 
28.22 
2.50 

40.00 
28.22 
2.22 

40.00 
28.22 
2.00 

Payment  for  cost  +  profit 
Less:  discount  per  scale 

P 
P 

123.33 
8.81 

89.19 
13.26 

80.84 
17.15 

76.66 
20.06 

72.22 
20.06 

71.55 
20.06 

71.08 
20.06 

70.72 
20.06 

70.44 
20.06 

70.22 
20.06 

Subtotal  (B) 

P 

114.52 

75.93 

63.69 

56.60 

52.16 

51.49 

51.02 

50.66 

50.38 

50.16 

Total  NHS  payment 

—  perprescriptio(A)  +  (B) 

—  per  month 

P 

£ 

432.02 
4,320 

393.43 
7,869 

381.19 
11,436 

374.10 
14,964 

369.66 
18,483 

368.99 
22,139 

368.52 
25,796 

368.16 
29,453 

367.88 
33,109 

367.66 
36,766 

Appendix  3:  Proposed  system  —  1982 

Net  ingredient  cost 
Containers 

P 
P 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

313.50 
4.00 

Payment  for  materials  (A) 

P 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

317.50 

Practice  allowance  (£8000  pa) 
Fees42.10 

P 
P 

66.67 
42.10 

33.33 
42.10 

22.22 
42.10 

16.67 
42.10 

13.33 
42.10 

11.11 
42.10 

9.52 
42.10 

8.33 
42.10 

7.41 
42.10 

6.67 
42.10 

Subtotal  (B) 

P 

108.77 

75.43 

64.32 

58.77 

55.43 

53.21 

51.62 

50.43 

49.51 

48.77 

Total  NHS  payment 

—  per  prescription  (A)  +  (B) 

—  per  month 

P 

£ 

426.27 
4,263 

392.93 
7,859 

381.82 
11,455 

376.27 
15,051 

372.93 
18,647 

370.71 
22,243 

369.12 
25,838 

367.93 
29,434 

367.01 
33,031 

366.27 
36,627 

Appendix  4:  Comparison  of  total  NHS  payment  per  month  under  present  and  proposed  system  — 

1982 

Total  monthly  NHS  payment 

—  present  system 

—  proposed  system 

£ 
£ 

4,320 
4,263 

7,869 
7,859 

11,436 
11,455 

14,964 
15,051 

18,483 
18,647 

22,139 
22,243 

25,796 
25,838 

29,453 
29,434 

33,109 
33,031 

36,766 
36,627 

— gain/(loss) 

(57) 

(10) 

19 

87 

164 

104 

42 

(19) 

(78) 

(139) 

At  Bradford,  Mrs  Eileen  Simpson  of  Bone 
&  Pickles  Ltd,  285  Bradford  Road,  Shipley 
earned  herself  a  place  in  the  final  of  this 
year's  Chemist  Assistant  of  the  Year 
competition.  In  second  place  was  Mrs 
Halina  Smith  and  in  third  position  Mrs 
Dorothy  Alexander.  A  prize  in  the  under  19 
category  was  awarded  to  Miss  Alison 
Craven.  The  competition  is  sponsored 
jointly  by  C&D  and  NPA  Products  and  the 
regional  final  by  Bradford  Chemist 
Alliance.  Pictured  are  the  three 
prizewinners  and  the  regional  finalists. 


Tables  below  are  based  on: — 


Present 


Proposed 


Fee  per  Rx 
On-cost 


40.00p 
Scale  applied  to  NIC 


42.10p 
Nil 


BPA  per  month 
Discount  (5.44%) 


£200 

Scale  applied  to  NIC 


£666.67 
Deducted  from  balance  sheet 
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Vestric's  Link  computer  system 
supersedes  keypad 


Vestric  have  launched  their  Link 


Communication 


Vestric  emphasise  that  the  system  provides 
two-way  communication  between  Vestric 
depot  and  customer.  In  addition  to  an 
order,  queries  on  prices  can  be  made, 
which  will  receive  instant  reply  and  can  be 
brought  up  on  the  display,  and  any  special 
instruction  can  be  passed  on  by  entering  it 
(in  plain  language)  with  the  order.  The 
unit  stores  details  of  past  orders  and  a 
warning  is  automatically  flashed  up  if  an 
item  is  duplicated  within  an  order. 

Details  of  price  changes  and  special 
offers  can  be  sent  down  from  the 


Above:  Link  with  a  telephone  modem. 
Right:  Link  in  its  portable  role.  A  battery 
has  to  be  added  if  the  pad  is  to  be  used  in 
this  way. 


wholesale  depot  and  read  on  the  display. 
Vestric  say  pack  labels  will  be  supplied 
with  every  item  ordered,  giving  the  supply 
date,  the  price  and  the  item  code.  The 
colour  of  the  label  will  change  every  six 
months  to  facilitate  stock  control.  By 
instructing  the  main-frame  computer  the 
retailer  can  set  his  own  profit  margin  on 
products  within  a  product  group. 
Microfiche  showing  codes  and  product 
groups  will  be  available  for  those  with 
viewers. 


Cost  'competitive' 


The  system  will  be  explained  to  retailers  in 
the  forthcoming  countrywide  tour.  No 
details  of  the  cost  have  yet  been  released, 
although  the  unit  can  be  rented  or  bought 
outright.  Vestric  say  the  rental  will  be 
highly  competitive  with  present  keypad 
systems.  A  representative  will  be  made 
available  for  a  day-and-a-half  to  train 
personnel  in  the  use  of  Link,  although  the 
pad  has  a  "help"  facility  if  users  forget 
where  they  are  in  the  entry  procedure. 

Although  the  Link  pad  on  its  own 
would  appear  to  offer  no  startling  new 
innovations  in  terms  of  automatic 
ordering  other  than  improved 
communication  between  wholesaler  and 
retailer,  the  system  has  definite  facility  for 
extension.  Link  is  based  on  the  New  Brain 
system  manufactured  by  Grundy  and 
marketed  through  Leasco  of  Maidenhead. 


Mr  R.  Ingram  of  Leasco  describes  Link  as 
the  first  of  a  new  generation  of 
multifunctional  terminals  aimed  at  the 
commercial  user.  Link  could  be  used  as  a 
computer,  to  drive  a  cathode  ray  tube 
(CRT)  and  a  label  writer,  and  to 
communicate  over  telephone  lines.  By 
addition  of  a  module  the  memory  could 
be  increased  to  four  megabytes. 

Further  units  can  be  added  to  the 
system  to  extend  its  facilities.  Level  two  of 
Link  will  offer  the  addition  of  a  printer 
and  a  CRT  unit,  giving  the  pharmacist  his 
own  label-printing  facility.  The  units  and 
computer  programmes  to  achieve  this 
should  be  available  in  about  three 
months,  say  Vestric.  With  the  monitor 
addition  Viewdata  or  Prestel  could  be 
used,  and  it  would  be  possible  to  use  this 
facility  to  give  details  of  promotions  and 
price  changes. 

Level  three  is  expected  to  be  the 
addition  of  a  floppy  disc  drive  to  further 
enhance  the  memory,  so  that  patient 
records,  stock  control  and  accounting 
functions  can  be  used.  Again  this  is  not 
available  yet,  but  is  expected  to  appear 
shortly.  This  will  give  a  "stand  alone" 
system  which  Vestric  hope  to  be  able  to 
provide  for  some  £500  less  than  other 
equivalent  systems. 

Level  four  envisages  a  system  of 
"computer  talking  to  computer",  in 
which  small  multiples  will  be  able  to 
communicate  from  branch  to  branch.  ■ 

Macarthys  issue 
'profit  share'  writ 

Macarthys  Ltd  have  issued  a  summons 
against  the  Secretary  for  Social  Services 
("first  defendent")  and  Unichem  Ltd 
("second  defendent"),  it  was  learned  as 
C&D  went  to  press. 

Macarthys  claim  the  following 
relief: —  "A  declaration  that  in 
calculating  payments  to  chemists  for  the 
purposes  of  NHS  prescriptions  and  for 
the  purpose  of  compiling,  publishing  and 
preparing  the  Drug  Tariff  ...  the  first 
defendent  is  acting  lawfully  in  having 
regard  to  the  profit  share  distributions 

Continued  opposite 
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pharmacy  computer  system,  described  as 
"a  development  effectively  superseding 
the  keypad  system  with  a  whole  range  of 
innovative  features  and  a  versatility  which 
stretches  beyond  keypad's  limitations." 

Level  one  of  the  system  is  automated 
order  entry,  using  a  Link  pad  and  a 
modem  fitted  to  the  bottom  of  a 
telephone.  The  modem  overcomes 
problems  encountered  with  keypad 
systems  using  an  acoustic  coupler,  say 
Vestric.  Link  has  an  alpha-numeric 
keyboard  of  standard  typewriter  layout 
and  a  16-character  display  panel.  The  unit 
is  about  6x10x2  inches  and  primarily 
designed  for  desk-top  use  —  although 
Vestric  say  it  can  easily  be  held  in  one 
hand,  and  with  the  addition  of  a 
rechargable  battery  can  become  portable. 

Although  the  system  uses  an  alpha- 
numeric code,  it  can  be  programmed  to 
accept  a  PIP  code,  EAN  and  other  codes. 
An  order  is  keyed  in  as  with  the  keypad 
system,  and  transmitted  via  the  modem 
when  the  wholesaler  telephones  at  a 
prearranged  time.  The  pharmacist  can 
phone  his  local  branch  24  hours  a  day  to 
give  orders  —  at  night  a  receiver  transfers 
orders  to  the  main-frame  computer.  The 
computer  can  be  preloaded  with  a  series 
of  account  numbers  if  a  customer  wishes 
to  order  for  a  number  of  branches  from 
one  Link  unit. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 


Struck  off  for 
'helping 
a  friend' 

A  Perth  pharmacist  "helped  a  friend"  by 
supplying  him  barbiturates  without  a 
prescription,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
Statutory  Committee  was  told  this  week. 
The  offence  came  to  light  in  tragic 
circumstances  after  the  friend  was  found 
dead  in  bed,  said  Mr  Jocelyn  Hill  for  the 
Committee. 

The  Committee  ordered  that  the  name 
of  Mr  George  Will  Alexander,  65, 
proprietor  of  Blair's  Chemist,  44  South 
Methven  Street,  be  removed  from  the 
Register  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr  Alexander  appeared  before  the 
Committee  following  conviction  at  Perth 
Sherriff's  Court  in  December,  1979,  when 
he  was  fined  £50  after  admitting  supplying 
Nembutal  on  three  occasions  to  Mr  James 
Brown  Fraser  without  a  prescription.  Mr 
Hill  said  that  Mr  Fraser,  a  51 -year-old 
managing  director,  was  found  dead  in  bed 
at  his  home  in  September,  1979.  The  cause 
of  death  was  inhaled  vomit  and  acute 
alcohol  and  sedative  poisoning.  Nembutal 
was  amongst  the  sedatives  found  in  his 
body.  Mr  Hill  said  that  Mr  Fraser's  doctor 
had  never  prescribed  Nembutal.  "There  is 
no  question  here  of  these  being  emergency 
supplies  on  the  promise  of  a  prescription 
being  supplied  later." 

Mr  Alexander  said  that  Mr  Fraser  told 
him  in  January,  1977,  that  he  was  leaving 
that  day  for  a  conference.  He  had  run  out 
of  Nembutal  capsules  and  did  not  have 
time  to  go  to  his  doctor  for  a  fresh 
prescription.  Mr  Alexander  said  he  had 
supplied  12  capsules  the  first  time  and 
small  quantities  on  two  further  occasions 
over  the  next  three  years.  Mr  Alexander 
agreed  he  did  not  ask  for  a  prescription. 
He  had  known  Mr  Fraser  for  many  years 
and  felt  he  was  "helping  a  friend". 

Committee  chairman,  Sir  Carl 
Aarvold,  said  Mr  Alexander  was  a  man  of 
high  repute  among  his  fellows,  with  no 
record  of  previous  misconduct.  "He  knew 
full  well  what  was  required  of  him,  but 
decided  to  ignore  the  provisions  of  the 
Medicines  Act  and  the  dangers  he  must 
have  known  were  inherent  in  handing  out 
drugs  of  this  kind  to  a  friend".  His 
behaviour  was  so  foolish  it  was  difficult  to 
understand  how  an  experienced 
pharmacist  could  take  such  action.  It  was 
a  very  serious  piece  of  misconduct.  ■ 

allowed  by  the  second  defendent,  an 
industrial  and  provident  society,  to  its 
members."  The  summons  also  claims 
"further  or  other  relief"  and  costs. 

Unichem  said  on  Wednesday  they 
welcomed  the  fact  Macarthys  were  also 
seeking  a  judicial  declaration.  They  are 
"confident  the  courts  will  hold  that  the 
regulations  do  not  permit  profit  share  to 
be  taken  into  account  in  computing  the 
remuneration  of  retail  pharmacists."  ■ 


Fat  Margins 


A  while  ago  I  wrote  to  say  that  if  I  am  to 
remain  in  business  I  have  to  work  on  a 
reasonable  profit  margin  on  most  of  the 
goods  I  sell,  and  that  while  with  slow- 
selling  lines  I  look  for  about  50  per  cent 
on  cost,  I  can  accept  less  for  what  have 
become  virtually  pre-sold  goods  —  that  is, 
where  I  am  seen  to  be  a  distributor  both 
by  customer  and  manufacturer.  But  how 
much  less,  and  what  constitutes  "pre- 
sold", can  become  interesting  questions. 

I  am  looking  at  a  copy  of  an  invoice 
sent  to  a  retail  pharmacy  recently  by 
L'Oreal  (Golden  Ltd).  Because  the 
proprietor  had  lost  the  bonus  sheet  which 
showed  the  buying  price,  the 
recommended  and  the  "cut"  selling 
prices,  he  took  a  pencil  to  work  out  his 
margin  on  all  the  items.  The  first  items 
were  OK,  but  the  last  lines,  for  Elseve 
shampoo  300ml,  gave  him  something  of  a 
surprise,  since  the  bottles  had  a  sleeve 
which  said  "At  least  50p  off 
recommended  price  of  £1.35". 

"Good  deal"  he  must  have  thought, 
mentally  congratulating  himself  on  being 
able  to  offer  his  customers  a  big  discount. 
Until  he  looked  at  the  cost  price.  £8.92, 
which  divided  by  12  gives  74. 3p  plus  VAT 
lip  =  85. 3p;  recommended  retail  price 
£1.35  less  50p  =  85p  That's  what  I  call  a 
fat  margin.  How  about  you? 


Backtracking 


Last  week  I  rashly  promised  I  would 
develop  a  theme  on  the  organisations 
within  pharmacy  and  now  wish  I  hadn't 
because  I  have  had  a  busy  week  and 
haven't  had  the  time  to  do  my  homework 
properly.  Nevertheless,  because  my 
feelings  seem  to  be  shared  by  others  far 
worthier  than  me,  it  might  be  useful  to 
look  at  the  way  our  various  bodies 
actually  appear  to  work,  in  contrast  to  the 
way  we  expect  them  to. 

I  think  the  small  independent  chemist 
sees  the  NPA  as  a  body  set  up  to  offer 
services  so  that  he  has  a  competent 
advisor  on  business  matters  at  hand  — 
primarily  a  trade  association  designed  to 
advance  and  secure  the  retailing  future  of 
the  independent  chemist.  It  is  felt  that  the 
larger  companies  are  well  able  to  look 
after  themselves  and  have  no  right  to  be 
sharing  the  benefits,  which  are  seen  as 
helping  the  smaller  men  remain  profitable 
in  competition  with  the  larger  groupings 
within  pharmacy,  as  well  as  without. 

Thus  I  can't  see  the  justification  for 
allowing  Safeway  or  Tesco  to  have 
membership,  since  they  are  already  so 
highly  efficient  as  to  have  no  need  of  NPA 


assistance,  but  merely  use  the  service  we 
have  built  up  to  gain  further  advantage. 
But  no.  I  have  it  all  wrong.  Mr  Astill  tells 
us  that  the  NPA  is  primarily  an 
employer's  organisation,  and  that  for  the 
politicking  required,  they  want  as  many 
employer  members  as  possible.  It  is  not 
what  I  thought. 

And  then  we  have  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee,  which 
should  properly  be  called  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Contractors  Negotiating 
Committee,  because  with  few  exceptions 
its  members  are  those  who  by  virtue  of 
involvement  in  larger  companies,  whether 
as  proprietors  or  employees,  are  better  off 
than  our  average  retail  pharmacist  who 
simply  cannot  afford  to  serve  on  such  a 
body.  Inevitably  the  bite  we  expect  from 
our  negotiators  is  tempered  by  their 
different  viewpoint  —  not  the  least  of 
which  are  loyalties  to  concepts  which  may 
not  be  identical  to  those  of  individual 
pharmacists.  It  would  appear,  then,  that 
membership  of  these  bodies  is  wide  open 
to  the  concerns  which  trade  in  pharmacy, 
as  opposed  to  pharmacists  themselves. 

And  so  we  are  left  with  the  real  hope, 
the  one  body  open  exclusively  to 
pharmacists,  set  up  to  advance  and 
regulate  the  profession  in  all  its  aspects, 
starting  with  education  and  ending  with 
policing  —  the  PSGB.  When  our 
profession  is  being  menaced  by  another, 
in  a  series  of  bitter  and  damaging 
skirmishes  on  the  fringes  of  the  swamps  of 
law  (which  we  are  losing  of  course)  we 
'expect  our  Society  to  be  totally  involved. 
But  no,  when  it  comes  to  the  Tenterden 
dispute  we  find  it  is  not  a  pharmacist  who 
is  fighting  for  our  futures,  but  a  company. 
Hard  luck  after  two  years  (and  30  letters 
of  support)  Mr  Pay  ...  but  you  lost!  And 
so  did  we  all,  though  I'm  ready  to  put  up 
another  £20  if  we  have  to  try  again. 

Is  it  naive  of  me  to  point  out  that  if  the 
pharmacists,  by  name,  in  each  set  of 
contracting  premises  were  the  contractor, 
the  great  un-necessary  divisions  within  our 
ranks  would  become  an  evil  memory.  The 
PSNC  would  be,  easily,  a  part  of  a  great 
new  invigorated  Society,  in  which 
pharmacists  truly  were  at  last  in  control  of 
their  profession.  As  for  the  Rural 
Pharmacists  Association?  Except  perhaps 
as  a  brother  to  the  ag  &  vet  group,  and 
under  the  parasol  (not  umbrella  —  it  will 
be  sunny)  of  the  Society,  it  seems  likely  to 
become  more  social  than  soldier. 
However,  in  the  meantime  I  suggest  a 
change  of  name  to  the  Pharmacists 
Association,  since  the  battles  it  engages  in 
are  likely  to  concern  every  one  of  us.  The 
medical  vultures  are  already  picking  off 
the  pharmacy  lambs  on  the  outskirts  of 
our  cities.  ■ 
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PRESCRIPTION  SPECIALITIES 


Ispaghula  based 
laxative  suspension 

Searle  are  introducing  Regulan,  a  bulk- 
forming  laxative  taken  as  a  liquid 
suspension  containing  mucilloid  derived 
from  ispaghula  husk.  The  preparation  is 
flavoured  with  lemon  and  lime  and  the 
company  claims  it  is  palatable  and  easy  to 
mix.  Searle's  medical  representatives  will 
be  detailing  general  practitioners  in 
November  and  the  launch  will  then  be 
supported  by  advertising  to  the  medical 
profession. 


Regulan  sachets 


Manufacturer  Searle  Pharmaceuticals, 
Whalton  Road,  Morpeth, 
Northumberland 

Description  Sachets  of  6.4g  beige  rough 
ground  powder  containing  3.6g  refined 
hydrophylic  mucilloid  derived  from 
ispaghula  husk  BP 

Indications  Treatment  of  constipation 
and  patients  requiring  a  high  fibre 
regimen 

Dosage  Normal  adult  dosage  is  the 

Diatensec  tablets 


Manufacturer  Searle  Pharmaceuticals, 
Whalton  Road,  Morpeth, 
Northumberland 

Description  Unscored,  off-white,  film- 
coated  tablets  engraved  "Searle  916", 
each  containing  spironolactone  50mg 
Indications  Essential  hypertension  and 
hypertension  associated  with  diabetes 
Dosage  Adults:  Usual  dose  50-100mg  per 
day,  which  for  difficult  or  severe  cases 
may  be  gradually  increased  at  two  weekly 
intervals  up  to  200mg  per  day.  Treatment 
should  be  continued  for  two  weeks  or 


Vesagex  units 


Vesagex  ointment  5Q0g  surgery  packs  are 
now  available  in  single  units  (£2.70  trade). 
The  500ml  size  of  Novasapa  instrument 
sterilising  solution  is  being  discontinued 
and  Protopan  granules  will  no  longer  be 
available  after  six  weeks  when  existing 
stocks  are  exhausted.  Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing  Co,  Westhoughton, 
Bolton  BL5  3SL.  ■ 


Voltarol  injection 


Geigy  Pharmaceuticals  have  introduced 
Voltarol  3ml  ampoules  for  intramuscular 
injection.  (10s,  £8  trade).  The  ampoules 
contain  75mg  diclofenac  sodium  and  the 


contents  of  one  sachet  dissolved  in  150ml 
cold  water  one  to  three  times  a  day.  For 
children  a  reduced  dosage  based  on  age  is 
recommended.  Regulan  should  always  be 
taken  as  a  liquid  suspension  and  drunk 
immediately  after  mixing 
Contraindications  Hypersensitivity  to 
ispaghula,  intestinal  obstruction,  faecal 
impaction 

Precautions  Treatment  should  be 
supervised  in  the  elderly  or  debilitated  and 
in  patients  with  intestinal  narrowing  or 
decreased  mobility  as  rare  instances  of 
gastrointestinal  obstruction  have  been 
reported  when  muciloid  preparations  are 
taken  with  insufficient  liquid.  Diabetics 
should  note  that  each  6.4g  dose  contains 
sucrose  equal  to  3.5  calories.  Regulan  is 
not  known  to  interfere  with  the 
absorbtion  of  vitamins  or  carotene; 
benefits  of  therapy  should  be  weighed 
against  any  possible  hazards  if  used 
during  pregnancy  and  lactation 
Side  effects  Allergic  reactions  to 
ispaghula,  gastrointestinal  obstruction, 
impaction 

Packs  30  sachets  (£2. 10  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  GSL 
Issued  October  1981  ■ 


longer  since  an  adequate  response  may 
not  occur  before  this  time.  Dosage  should 
be  subsequently  adjusted  according  to  the 
response  of  the  patient. 

Children:  Initial  daily  dose  should 
provide  3mg  of  spironolactone  per  kg 
body  weight,  given  in  divided  doses. 
Dosage  should  be  adjusted  on  the  basis  of 
response  and  tolerance.  A  suspension  may 
be  prepared  by  crushing  the  tablets 
Contraindications,  precautions,  side 
effects  as  for  other  spironolactone 
preparations 
Packs  100  (£14.46  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  prescription  only 
Issued  October  1981  ■ 


dose  is  one  to  two  ampoules  daily,  which 
may  be  followed  by  oral  therapy.  Geigy 
Pharmaceuticals,  Horsham,  West 
Sussex.  ■ 


Syntex  'pill'  packs 


Three-month  packs  of  various  Syntex  oral 
contraceptives  will  replace  the  current 
one-month  packs  during  the  next  three 
months.  Norminin  and  Brevinor  packs 
will  be  changed  this  month  and  Noriday 
and  Norinyl-1  during  December.  The 
triple  packs  will  cost  three  times  the  price 
of  current  one-month  packs.  Syntex 
Pharmaceutical  Ltd,  St  Ives  Road, 
Maidenhead,  Berks  SL6 1RD.  ■ 


Triogesic  packs 


Blister  packaging  has  been  adopted  for 
Triogesic  30-tablet  packs.  Wander 
Pharmaceuticals,  PO  Horsforth  Box  4, 
Calverley  Lane,  Horsforth,  Leeds.  ■ 


No  more  Noveril 


Noveril  tablets  have  been  discontinued,  and 
no  further  supplies  are  available.  Wander 
Pharmaceuticals,  PO  Horsforth  Box  4, 
Calverley  Lane,  Horsforth,  Leeds.  ■ 


Ceporex  container 


Packaging  for  the  20-tablet  size  of 
Ceporex  tablets  500mg  is  being  changed 
from  a  glass  vial  to  a  Securitainer  from 
November  2.  Glaxo  Laboratories  ltd, 
Greenford,  Middx  UB6  0HE.  ■ 


ICI  withdrawals 


Because  of  low  demand,  Imperacin  syrup 
will  be  withdrawn  on  exhaustion  of 
present  stocks,  estimated  to  be  November 
30.  Icipen  syrup  is  also  being  withdrawn. 
No  further  supplies  are  available.  Imperial 
Chemical  Industries  Ltd,  Pharmaceutical 
Division,  Alderley  House,  Alderley  Park, 
Macclesfield,  Ches.  SK10  4TF.  ■ 


Butazolidin 


The  pack  of  five  Butazolidin  suppositories 
has  been  discontinued,  but  the  50  pack 
remains  available.  Geigy 
Pharmarceuticals,  Wimblehurst  Road, 
Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH12  4AB.  ■ 


Kolantyl  blisters 


The  blister  pack  of  50  Kolantyl  tablets 
(£1.7214)  is  now  freely  available  and 
replaces  the  120  and  24  tablet  packs, 
which  have  been  discontinued.  Merrell 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Pimbo  Road, 
Skelmersdale,  Lanes  WN89PE.  ■ 


Herpid  stocks 


Supplies  of  Herpid,  recently  interrupted 
by  a  shortage  of  DMSO,  are  now 
available,  and  the  manufacturers  say 
orders  are  being  met  as  quickly  as 
possible.  WB  Pharmacetuicals  Ltd,  PO 
Box  23,  Bracknell,  Berks  RG12  4  YS.  ■ 
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Bayer  additions 
to  Sionon  range 

Bayer  have  extended  their  Sionon  range  to 
include  a  blackcurrant  health  drink  and 
two  chocolate  snack  bars. 

The  new  products  will  be  heavily 
promoted  in  the  women's  Press  along 
with  the  rest  of  the  range  between  now 
and  Christmas  —  a  period  which,  Bayer 
estimates,  accounts  for  about  40  per  cent 
of  annual  sales  of  diabetic  foods. 

Sionon  blackcurrant  health  drink 
(£0.65)  contains  extra  vitamin  C  (264mg 
per  100ml)  and  is  the  only  product  of  its 
kind  formulated  specifically  for  diabetics. 
It  is  also  said  to  be  suitable  for  slimmers, 
says  the  company. 

The  Sionon  snack  bars  (£0.29),  in 
coconut  and  caramel  flavours,  are 
developments  of  the  original  Sionon 
crispy  bar. 

In  addition  to  the  new  lines,  Bayer 
anticipates  a  big  increase  in  demand  for 
Sionon  jams  (strawberry,  raspberry, 
blackcurrant  and  apricot  flavours) 
following  the  recent  announcement  that 
Frank  Cooper  are  to  cease  manufacturing 
diabetic  jams. 


"The  experience  of  the  past  two 
Christmases  since  Sionon  entered  the 
market  has  shown  that  retailers  should  be 
prepared  for  a  boom  in  sales  —  and 
demand  is  sure  to  be  increased  still  further 
this  year  by  our  heavyweight  advertising 
and  promotional  campaign,"  says 
product  manager  Dennis  Clarke.  Bayer 
UK  Ltd,  Consumer  Products  Division, 
200  London  Road,  Burgess  Hill,  West 
Sussex  RH15  9TP.  ■ 


'Total  food'  cereal 
on  Southern  test 

A  wheat-based  high-protein  food  has  been 
introduced  into  the  Southern  television 
area  by  Contract  Foods  and  is  being 
promoted  as  a  health  food  and  breakfast 
cereal. 

Pronutro  (£0.55)  is  aimed  mainly  at 
children,  says  the  company,  but  "past 
experience  has  shown  that  active  adults, 
especially  those  with  sporting  interests, 
are  also  likely  to  form  a  significant 
proportion  of  customers". 

Television  advertising  in  the  area  is 
expected  to  commence  in  January.  Food 
Brokers,  Milburn  House,  Croxton  Road, 
Esher,  Surrey.  ■ 


Mr  Geoffrey  S.  Knowles,  MPS,  and  his  wife 
Jean  of  the  Central  Pharmacy,  63  Market 
Street,  Hoylake,  Merseyside,  leaving 
Manchester  Airport  last  week  for  a  two 
week  holiday  in  Tenerife.  The  trip  was  won 
in  a  prize  draw  open  to  all  pharmacies  in 
the  North  West  of  England  which  stocked 
and  displayed  Sudocrem 


Rodine 

FOR  RATS 
&MICE 


For  indoor  and  outdoor 
use:  specially  treated 
for  damp  locations.  In 
packets  containing 
5, 10  and  30  sachets. 


Rentokil  Limited,  Felcourt, 
East  Grinstead,  West  Sussex  RH1 9  2JY. 
Telephone:  Lingfield  (0342)  833022. 

PRODUCTS  THE  PROFESSIONALS  USE 
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Anadin  capsules  with 
'maximum  strength' 


Maximum  Strength  Anadin  capsules 
containing  500mg  aspirin  and  32mg 
caffeine  are  being  launched  in  the  UK. 
The  product  has  been  researched  in 
America  and  is  already  being  marketed 
there. 

The  capsules  are  available  in  two  pack 
sizes  —  16  capsules  (£0.70)  and  36 
capsules  (£1 .30).  Because  of  the  aspirin 
content  they  are  classified  as  a  pharmacy- 
only  medicine.  Packaging  is  in  the 
traditional  Anadin  green  and  yellow. 

International  Chemical  Co  say  they 


ANADIN 


CAPSULES  I 


ANADIN 


ANADIN 


will  be  using  both  television  and  national 
Press  to  launch  the  product.  International 
Chemical  Co  Ltd,  11  Chenies  Street, 
London  WC1E  7ET.  ■ 


Unichem  offers 
in  November 

Unichem  has  combined  its  two  monthly 
offers  —  members  moneymakers  and 
members  bargains  —  tonorm  one  major 
promotion.  A  selection  of  the  products 
available  in  the  Unichem  members  offers 
promotion  in  November  will  appear  on  a 
window  poster,  price  cards  and  shelf 
barkers. 

The  November  offers  are  Andrex, 
Aspro  Clear,  Alka  Seltzer,  Beechams 
powders  and  tablets,  Beechams  powders 
mentholated,  Bic  razor,  Contour 
cartridges,  Dr  Whites  10s,  Dettol, 
Duracell  batteries,  Elnett  hairspray, 
Imperial  Leather  talc,  Kotex  Sylphs, 


Listermint,  Mac  lozenges,  Pin-up,  Nivea 
creme,  Phensic,  Ralgex,  Rennie,  Savlon 
antiseptic  cream,  Sensodyne  toothpaste, 
Silkience  conditioner,  Sunsilk  shampoo, 
Venos  standard  and  adult  formula, 
Wilkinson  handy  and  swivel  disposable 
razors  and  Wilkinson  Sword  double  edge 
razor  blades. 

Beecham  toiletries  at  bonus  prices  will 
be  available  between  November  1 1-30  in 
the  third  and  final  part  of  the  promotion. 
Every  10  pack  order,  including  two  packs 
from  both  sections  of  the  offer,  qualifies 
for  a  free  entry  in  the  November  draw. 
Prizes  for  November  include  £500 
Debenhams  voucher,  his/hers  Moorland 
Sheepskin  coats  and  £200  worth  of  family 
footwear.  Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House, 
Morden,  Surrey.  B 


Toothpick,  dental 
floss  all-in-one 

HWC  Supplies  are  introducing  a 
toothpick  and  dental  floss  combined. 
Flosspik  (£0.55)  which  are  described  as  the 
"greatest  invention  since  the  toothbrush" 
have  an  unwaxed  dental  floss  set  in  a 
white  plastic  toothpick.  The  company 
claims  that  they  are  an  excellent  way  of 
introducing  people  to  dental  floss  and  that 
overseas  sales  already  exceed  one  million 
pieces  per  month.  Each  Flosspik  is 
hygienically  wrapped  in  an  individual 
sachet,  14  of  which  make  up  each  retail 
pack.  Minimum  orders  for  outlets  are  two 
counter  packs  (560  Flosspiks).  HWC 
Supplies,  94  Priory  Road,  Cheam, 
Surrey.  ■ 


Zero  panty  liners 

Undercover  Products  are  to  introduce 
Zero  panty  liners,  (£0.95).  Each  pack 
contains  30  panty  liners  which,  the 
company  says,  are  of  a  better  quality  than 
any  other  liners  on  the  market. 
Undercover  Products  (International)  Ltd, 
Wrexham,  Clywd,  North  Wales.  ■ 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


More  from  DSL 

Following  the  launch  of  Oystertone 
(C&D,  October  17,  p730),  Dietary 
Specialists  Ltd  have  added  three  more 
products  to  their  range.  They  are  Mexican 
Spirulina  (60  x  500mg  tablets,  £3.45), 
Siberian  Ginseng  in  a  "tabsule"  (tablet  / 
capsule)  form  (30  x  600mg,  £2.69)  and 
Hairtone  (30  capsules  £1 .89).  Dietary 
Specialists  Ltd,  London  House,  Upper 
Richmond  Road  West,  London 
SW14  8DD.  ■ 


Charts  for  babies 
and  slimmers 

Two  laminated  charts,  one  for  slimmers 
and  the  other  giving  guidelines  of  the  first 
twelve  months  of  a  baby's  life,  have  been 
designed  by  Maiden  Design  Consultants. 

The  slimming  chart  gives  calories  in 
amounts  the  customer  would  understand 


—  teaspoonfuls,  slices,  cups  etc,  gives 
colour  codings  on  what  to  eat  and  what  to 
avoid,  has  a  graph  to  chart  weight  loss 
together  with  information  notes  and  a 
shopping  list  reminder. 

Notes  on  the  weight  and  behavioural 
patterns  of  a  baby  are  included,  together 
with  information  on  feeding  methods, 
immunization  requirements  and  safety 
hints  around  the  house.  Both  charts 
measure  23  x  33in  and  being  laminated, 
have  a  wipe-free  surface.  The  charts  are 
available  for  £2.50  (including  postage, 
packing  and  VAT)  from  Maldon  Design 
Consultants,  5  Beech  Hill  House,  Beech 
Hill,  Reading  RG7  2 BE.  ■ 


Hill's  hand  cream 

Hill's  everyday  hand  cream  which  has 
until  now  only  been  available  through 
hospitals  is  now  available  nationally  to 
retail  outlets  (£0.45).  Hills 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Talbot  Street, 
Briercliffe,  Burnley,  Lanes.  ■ 


Ln  London 

M  Midlands 

Lc  Lanes 

Y  Yorkshire 

Sc  Scotland 


WW  Wales  &  West  We  Westward 


So  South 

NE  North-east 

A  Anglia 

U  Ulster 


B  Border 

G  Grampian 

E  Eireann 

CI  Channel  Is 

All  areas 
All  areas 
Sc.G 
Ln,  Lc 
All  except  E 


All  Clear  shampoo: 
Anadin: 
Askit  powders: 
Bic  razors: 

Colgate  Dental  Cream: 
Crookes  One-a-day  multivitamins: 

M,  NE,  WW,  We,  Lc,  Sc,  So,  CI 
Denclen  denture  cleaner:  M,  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Flo  Thru:  All  areas 

Head  &  Shoulders:  M,  Lc,  Y,  A,  U,  B 

Impulse:  All  areas 

Keystone  308:  Y,  NE 

Macleans:  M,  Y,  NE,  A,  Sc,  U,  We,  B,  G 
Marmite:  Ln,  WW,  So,  We,  CI,  A 

Mucron  decongestant:  U 
Ovaltine  milk  chocolate  bars:  All  except  E 
Paddi  Cosifits:  All  areas 

Sanatogen  multivitamins:  All  areas 

Silvikrin  Supersoap:  All  areas 

Vitaplus  multivitamins: 

M,  Lc,  Y,  NE,  WW,  A,  We 
Vosene  shampoo:  Y,  NE 

Waxworks:  Lc 
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Pocket  dispenser 
for  sweeteners 

Swiss-based  Hermes  Sweeteners, 
manufacturers  of  the  Hermesetas  brand, 
are  now  to  introduce  a  One-by-one  pocket 
dispenser. 

The  slim  blue  tin,  containing  300 
calorie-free  Hermesetas  tablets  (£0.53), 
will  feature  a  push  button  mechanism 
which  releases  one  tablet  at  a  time. 

A  spokesman  for  Hermesetas  says: 
"This  is  an  exciting  development  for 
Hermesetas  and  we  are  extremely 
optimistic  about  this  launch,  which  we 
believe  will  conclusively  underline  our 
position  as  leaders  in  the  market. 

"It  is  the  convenience  of  the  One-by- 
one  concept  that  has  made  Hermesetas 
One-by-one  table  top  dispenser  so 
successful.  We  now  believe  that  there  is  a 
gap  in  the  market  for  a  convenient 
dispenser  which  can  be  slipped  easily  into 
pocket  or  handbag  and  carried  around, 
and  that  the  Hermesetas  One-by-one 
pocket  dispenser  in  the  new  'click'  pack 
will  successfully  fill  that  gap."  Crookes 
Products  Ltd,  PO  Box  94,  1  Thane  Road 
West,  Nottingham  NG2  3  A  A.  ■ 

Radox  coupon 

All  large  packs  of  Radox  bath  salts  are 
featuring  a  "lOp  off  next  purchase" 
coupon  as  an  "Autumn  promotion." 
Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd,  225  Bath 
Road,  Slough,  Berks SL1  4AU.  ■ 

A&F  Pears  have  repackaged  their  foam 
bath  range  in  stone  coloured  bottles 
fashioned  after  the  "Bubbles"  figure.  The 
two  variants,  herbal  essence  and  original 
amber  are  differentiated  by  cap  colours  — 
the  first  being  a  deep  green  and  the 
second  a  chestnut  brown.  A&F  Pears  Ltd, 
Hesketh  House,  Portman  Square,  London 
W1A  1DY 
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Character  sponges 
with  adhesive  labels 


A  new  foam  sponge  (£0.39)  has  been 
introduced  by  Cindy  Ltd,  of  Liverpool. 
Labels  feature  a  range  of  six  different 
Walt  Disney  characters  in  full  colour;  the 
round  centre  portion  being  peel-off  and 
self-adhesive.  Each  outer  contains  an 
assortment  of  sponge  colours  and  Disney 
characters.  Cindy  Ltd,  Sandy  Road, 
Seaforth,  Liverpool,  L21  1AG.  ■ 


Which  expectorant 
should  you 
'counter  prescribe' 
for  a  lorry  driver? 


Give  the  thumbs  up  to 


Franotyn  Expect 

WinPharm's  entirely  new  treatment  for  chesty  coughs 


*  Ideal  pharmacological  profile 

*  Rapid  action,  prolonged  relief 

*  Does  not  cause  drowsiness 

For  further  information  see  pages  840  &  841 


WinPharm 


Working  with  pharmacy  for  a  healthier  future 

"Franolyn"  is  a  registered  trade  mark 

823 


"Funny  how  all  th( 
suddenly  seem  t( 


New  Cameo.The  complete  sanitary 
towel  section.  Makes  it  so  much  easier 
for  you  to  order  -  just  one  name  to  re- 
member, cutting  through  the  confusion 
of  all  those  competing  brands! 

Press- ons,  mini  pads,  looped  towels, 


pads  and  briefs  -  something  to  suit  th 
varying  needs  of  each  of  your  womei 
customers. 

New  Cameo  will  be  supported  b; 
strong  advertising  in  leading  women: 
magazines  during  1982.  And  it  come; 


>est  sanitary  towels 
lave  the  same  name." 


Robinsons  -  so  its  been  developed 
rough  more  than  a  century  of  experience 
id  quality. 

Next  time  you  order,  there's  only  one 
ime  to  remember!  /^\ 

Cameo 


ROBINSONS  OF  CHESTERFIELD,  DERBYSHIRE  S40  2AD.TEL:  0246  31101. TELEX:  547320 
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Kleenex  trio  of 
on-pack  offers 

Kleenex  facial  tissues  are  currently 
running  three  on-pack  promotions.  On 
Kleenex  regular  150s  a  promotion  offers 
the  consumer  the  chance  to  win  one  of  26 
Nikon  EM  cameras  plus  a  star  prize  of  a 
family  holiday  to  Holland  in  a  "Spot  the 
difference"  competition. 

Consumers  are  offered  a  free 
90-minute  cassette  tape  available  with 
three  proofs  of  purchase;  lightweight  Ross 


headphone  sets  at  specially  reduced  prices 
and  a  cash  competition  worth  £1,000  in 
prize  money  on  Kleenex  Super  3  packs 
and  finally  Kleenex  for  Men  will  carry  a 
50p  coupon  card  which  offers  the 
consumer  lOp  of  each  of  their  next  five 
purchases.  Kimberly-Clark,  Larkfield, 
Nr.  Maidstone,  Kent.  ■ 


Clairol  Xmas  spend 


Clairol  are  spending  over  £500,000 
supporting  their  products  prior  to 
Christmas  this  year,  bringing  the  total 
advertising  expenditure  for  Clairol 


products  in  1981  to  over  £1  million.  The 
company  says  it  expects  high  sales  across 
the  range  but  in  particular  for  the  Clairol 
Flexibrush,  1200  hairdryer  and 
Skinvention  skincare  system. 

Flexibrush  is  being  supported  on 
television  with  a  national  television 
campaign  which  starts  November  6  and 
runs  through  to  Christmas.  Advertising 
will  also  appear  in  October  issues  of  the 
women's  Press  and  local  radio  will  be  used 
in  Liverpool,  Leeds,  Birmingham, 
Manchester,  London,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow  and  Newcastle.  Bristol-Myers  Co 
Ltd,  Station  Road,  Langley,  Slough.  ■ 


Victoria  Plum  talc 


Richards  &  Appleby  have  added  a 
Victoria  Plum  body  talc  (lOOg,  £0.95)  to 
their  range  of  toiletries  based  on  the 
character  devised  by  Angela  Rippon  in  a 
series  of  children's  books.  Richards  & 
Appleby  Ltd,  Gerrard  Place,  East 
Gillibrands,  Skelmersdale,  Lanes.  ■ 

Dextrosol  now  in 
blackcurrant 

A  blackcurrant  flavour  is  now  available  in 
the  Dextrosol  glucose  tablets  range  and 
has  the  "extra  customer  appeal"  of 
containing  vitamin  C. 

Dextrosol  is  available  in  display  boxes 
of  24  sticks  and  an  rsp  of  £0.24  gives  the 
retailer  a  30  per  cent  gross  margin.  There 
are  now  six  flavours.  CPC  (United 
Kingdom)  Ltd,  Clay  gate  House,  Esher, 
Surrey  KT109PN.m 


Atrixo  sachet 


Atrixo  hand  cream  and  Golden  Babe 
Bambi  insert  nappies  will  feature  in  an  on- 
pack  promotion  until  the  end  of 
November.  All  sizes  of  Bambi  will  contain 
a  free  sachet  of  Atrixo  and  carry  the  flash 
"Free  Atrixo  hand  cream  in  this  pack." 
Smith  &  Nephew  Toiletries,  Welwyn 
Garden  City,  Herts.  ■ 


Kalibu  coupons 


Kalibu  powder  has  been  repackaged  and  is 
now  available  in  a  four  colour  carton.  The 
initial  20,000  packs  will  include  a  special 
offer  coupon  for  the  latest  Thorsons 
carob  cookbook  and  there  will  be  a  POS 
card  and  a  "five  pence  off"  coupon  in  the 
November  issue  of  Here's  Health. 
Holgran  Foods  Ltd,  Whetmore  Road, 
Burton-on-Trent,  Staffs.  ■ 
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CLINICAL  PHARMACY 


Cardiovascular  system: 
Part  2b:  Management 
of  heart  failure 

The  eighth  in  a  series  of  articles  by  Mr  B.  W.  Burt,  Mr 
R.  J.  Greene  and  Dr  N.  D.  Harris,  Chelsea  College 
department  of  pharmacy,  University  of  London 


There  are  two  general  goals  in  the 
management  of  heart  failure:  to  identify 
and  if  possible  mitigate  the  cause,  and  to 
treat  the  main  symptoms. 


Contributory  factors 

We  have  outlined  the  range  of  possible 
causes  in  the  previous  article  (C&D, 
October  17,  p745).  Apart  from  a 
thorough  physical  examination,  a  number 
of  increasingly  specialised  investigations 
are  available  to  aid  diagnosis.  Usually  an 
ECG  and  chest  X-ray  will  be  done 
routinely  in  hospital.  Hypertension  is 
easily  identified,  but  confirming  MI  needs 
biochemical  and  ECG  evidence. 

The  diagnosis  of  IHD  is  usually  made 
clinically,  but  coronary  angiography, 
where  the  coronary  arteries  are  injected 
with  a  radio-opaque  dye,  can  be  used  as 
confirmation.  Obviously,  underlying 
renal  or  respiratory  disease  must  be 
investigated  in  the  usual  way;  for 
example,  an  acute  chest  infection  may 
push  a  chronic  bronchitic  into  failure. 
Techniques  such  as  echocardiography  and 
cardiac  catheterisation  can  aid  diagnosis 
in  the  more  difficult  cases,  such  as  valve 
disease. 

When  the  cause  is  identified,  specific 
therapy  will  be  initiated,  and  we  will  cover 
this  in  subsequent  articles.  However,  most 
therapies  are  long-term,  and  the  patient 
may  have  irreversible  cardiac  impairment. 
How  can  the  patient's  condition  be 
improved? 


Improving  cardiac 
efficiency 

Once  again  we  need  to  refer  to  the 
preload,  afterload  and  contractility  (table 
3).  Traditionally  the  prime  aim  has  been 
to  increase  contractility  by  stimulating  the 
heart  with  cardiac  glycosides.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  can  be  dramatically 
effective  in  the  short-term  and  figure  4 
shows  how  digitalis  can  improve  cardiac 
performance.  From  the  point  d'  of 
decompensation,  the  heart  size  or 


diastolic  stretch  is  reduced  to  perhaps  f 
by  moving  to  an  improved  contractility 
curve  (F).  Full  cardiac  reserve  is  not 
regained,  but  normal  cardiac  output  can 
be  maintained  for  a  moderately  increased 
heart  size,  and  one  that  is  reduced 
compared  to  pretreatment. 

However,  in  addition  to  the 
considerable,  and  well-known,  problems 
with  digitalis  therapy,  this  approach  is 
somewhat  "unphysiological".  One  could 
argue  empirically  that  a  failing  heart 
should  be  under  maximal  endogenous 
(reflex)  stimulation,  so  that  extra, 
exogenous  stimulation  might  be 
damaging.  Nevertheless,  the  effectiveness 
of  the  treatment  is  undeniable. 


If  all  else  (including  digitalis)  has 
failed,  a  last  resort  in  acute  failure  is  to 
use  inotropic  amines  such  as  isoprenaline 
or,  more  recently,  dopamine.  These 
agents  have  a  similar  effect  on  cardiac 
contractility  to  digitalis,  though  their 
mechanism  is  different. 

Reducing  cardiac 
workload 

The  alternative  approach  to  the  failing 
heart  is  that  of  unloading.  If  failure  is 
thought  of  an  inability  to  meet  tissue 
demands,  overcome  afterload  or  respond 
to  preload,  then  reduction  of  these  loads 
should  be  beneficial.  Clearly,  although 
these  approaches  may  be  more 
"physiological",  they  do  not  directly 
improve  cardiac  performance  in  the  short- 
term. 

The  rationale  is  more  that  of  relieving 
the  immediate  strain  on  the  heart,  for 
example,  in  preload  reduction  by  moving 
on  figure  4,  from  point  d'  to  d.  In  time 
natural  repair  or  amelioration  of  the 
precipitating  cause  may  move  the  heart  to 
a  more  effective  performance  curve  so 
that  the  reduced  output  is  maintained  with 
some  conservation  of  cardiac  reserve  (for 
Continued  on  p830 
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Figure  4:  Pump  performance  in  heart 
failure 

Curve  N  represents  normal  contractility, 
and  F  contractility  of  a  failing  but 
compensated  heart.  Normal  output  is 
maintained  (f ')  at  the  expense  of  cardiac 
reserve  (increased  EDV).  Breathlessness 
will  occur  on  exercise  if  output  is  required 
beyond  point  f  " ,  due  either  to  pulmonary 
hypoperfusion  or  pulmonary  congestion 
(depending  on  the  side  of  the  heart 
affected).  Decompensation  occurs  when 
contractility  is  so  reduced  that  curve  D 
results,  and  normal  resting  output  can 


only  be  maintained  at  the  maximum  of  the 
curve  (d').  This  raises  EDV,  end-diastolic 
pressure  (EDP)  and  filling  pressure, 
producing  congestive  symptoms 
(oedema).  Alternatively,  the  output  may 
remain  at  d,  where  EDV  and  EDP  are  near 
normal  and  symptoms  of  hypoperfusion 
(breathlessness,  fatigue) predominate. 
Cardiac  glycosides  will  improve 
contractility  and  so  cardiac  output  (for 
example,  the  patient  moving  from  d'tof) 
maintaining  output  at  a  reduced  heart  size 
and  oxygen  consumption 
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Product 

Size/Pack 

Normal 
Price  R.S.P. 

Vestric  Offer 
Price  RS.P. 

Vantage 
Price  RS.P. 

Profit  on 
Cwt% 

Ebiett HairSpray 

12x95g 
12  x  200g 

8.77 
14.10 

1.17 
1.88 

7.44 
11.52 

.87 
1.35 

7.14 
11.10 

.84 
1.29 

22% 
22% 

12  x  300g 

18.00 

2.40 

15.00 

1.75 

14.34 

1.68 

22% 

6  x  500g 

11.57 

3.08 

8.88 

2  1 18 

8.55 

1.99 

22% 

(\    Q             ,    Baby  Powder 

24  x  99g 
24  x  227g 
24  x  298g 

7.44 
14.569 
17.669 

.51 
1.00 
1.21 

6.24 
11.64 
14.88 

16 
.67 
.86 

6.00 
11.16 
14.28 

.35 
.64 
.82 

20% 
20% 
20% 

12  x  454g 

11.812 

1  62 

9.90 

1.14 

9.54 

1.10 

20% 

\QjutMSutc     For  Men 

24  x  100 

12.05 

.75 

8.96 

.52 

8.55 

.49 

20% 

_  _____  -       Santowel  Regular 

LIdKA.  50%  Extra  Free  Packs 

Super 

50%  Extra  Free  Packs 

24  x  10 
24x10 

8.95 
9.94 

7  11 

8.28 

.43 
.48 

7.20 
7.98 

.41 

.46 

20% 

Product 

Size/Pack 

Normal 
Price  R.S.P. 

Vestric  Offer 
Price  R.S.P. 

Vantage 
Price  RS.P. 

Profit  on 
Cost  . 

ALL  CLEAR 

Shampoo  (All  types) 

12xStd 
12  x  Lge 
12  x  Econ 

5.428 
9.15 
1  ;  694 

.67 
1.13 
1.69 

3.54 
5.58 

.41 
.64 
:  02 

3.42 
5.40 
8. 70 

.62 
1.00 

20* 
20% 

Brylcreem 

Antidandruff 

12  x  Std 
12  x  Med 
12  x  Lge 
12  x- 

1  18 

6.25 
8.91 
7.03 

,h 
.80 
1.14 
.90 

78 
5.34 
7.50 
5.94 

.44 
.62 
.86 
.68 

hi 

5.22 
7.32 
5.82 

12 

.60 
.84 
67 

w: 

20% 
20% 

•NEW 

•Yogurt  Deserts 
Baby  Milk  Plus 
Bab>  Milk  Premium 

12 
24 
24 

2.41 
30.04 
29.44 

.24V2 
1.42 
1.39 

2.07 
27.60 
27.06 

.21 
1.32 
1.29 

20% 
15% 
15% 

Cream  Silk 

Conditioner  (All  Types) 

12  x  110ml 

7.21 

.89 

5.16 

.59 

5.04 

.58 

DentiJ-Creme* 

With  Free  Sensodyne  Plaque 
Remover  Toothbrush  In  Pack 

12  x  Econ 

.  24 

% 

6.48 

.78 

6.36 

.76 

25% 

Gillette 

Contor  Cartridge 

20x5 
20  x  10 

15,81 
30.12 

1.19 

13.06 
1  > 

itn 
1.71 

12.82 
24.39 

.89 

1.68 

20 

Mentholyptus  (All  Types) 
£500,000  T.V.-November 

1  x  42  as  36 
stick  pack 

3.925 

.16 

6(1 

RPM 

3.52 

RPM 

i 

IMPERIAL 
LEATHER 

Talcum  Powder 

12xl00g 
12  x  250g 
12  x  400g 

:  ;; 
6.274 
•  : ,  i 

li, 

.87 
1.13 

2  41 
5.48 
7.14 

.34 
.63 
.82 

2.86 
5.38 
7.00 

.33 
.62 
.81 

i,y; 

20% 
20% 

'Jmpube 

Body  Spray  (All  Types) 

12  x  75ml 

1.05 

7.26 

.89 

7.14 

N- 

_- 

(j^fiviirem 

Baby  Lotion 
Baby  Shampoo 

2"4xl2Dml 
12  x  205ml 
12  x  285ml 
24  x  75ml 
24  x  125ml 
12  x  250ml 

13.225 

9.264 
11.46 

8.516 
12.711 
11.704 

.»] 
1.27 
1.57 

.58 

.87 
6i 

10.92 

7.56 
9.48 
6.96 
10.44 
9.66 

67! 

.87 
1.09 

.40 

.60 
1.11 

1U.SU 
7.44 
9.18 
6.84 

10.20 
9.36 

M 

.86 
1.06 
.39 

.59 
08 

2Ulr 

20% 
20% 
20% 
20% 
20% 

mate 

(All  Types) 

12  x  340ml 

6.93 

•- 

5.96 

.68 

5.85 

.67 

20% 

NIVEA 

Creme 

12x22g 
12x45g 
IxW.i; 
3  x  160g 
12x30g 

2.720 
3.960 
1.815 
2.732 
i : 

.35 
.52 
.95 
1.43 
.44 

2.22 
3.24 
1.50 
2.25 
2.82 

.27 
.39 
.72 
1.08 
.34 

2.16 
3.18 
1.47 
2.19 
2.76 

.26 
.38 
.70 
1.05 
.33 

25* 

25% 
25% 
25% 
25% 

Paddi 

Cotton  Wool  Balls 

Debs  Cotton  Wool  Balls 

Kinx  Mini 
Kinx  Maxi 

24x50 

12  x  100 

12x200 

24x50 

12x100 

12x200 

6x  12 

6x6 

i  -  i 
4.64 
8.38 
5.09 
4.87 
8.81 
10.86 
17.38 

3.72 
3.60 
6.54 
3.96 
3.84 
6.90 
8.73 
13.98 

.21 
.42 
.75 
.23 
.44 
.79 
.17 
.54 

1  6(1 
3.54 
6.36 
3.84 
3.72 
6.72 
8.49 
13.59 

.21 
.41 
.73 
.22 
.43 
.77 
.16 
.52 

20% 

20% 

20% 
20% 
20% 
20% 

it  competitive 


n  your  area 


Price 


24x100 

£8.96 

Sell  at  52p 


£8.55 

Sell  at  49p 


24  x  227gm 

£1 1 .64 

Sell  at  67p 


£11.16 

Sell  at  64p 


Offer  Price 
24x10 


£7.44 

Sell  at  43p 


£7.20 

Sell  at  41  p 


Utter  Price 
24x10 


£8.28 

Sell  at  48p 


£7.98 

Sell  at  46p 


I 


Profit " 
on  Cost 

22? 


Offer  Price 
12X200G 


£1 1 .52 

Sell  at  £1.35 


£11.10 

Sell  at  £1 .29 
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Ekiett 


Product 

Size/Pack 

Normal 
Price  R.S.P. 

Vestric 
Price  R.S.P. 

Vantage 
Price  R.S.P 

1 

1  Profit  on 
j  Cost  % 

Y)     .—I       1     Colourant  (All  Colours) 
l\GCiral    Super  Blonde 

3 
3 

4.32 
4.88 

2.30 
2.60 

3.57 
4.14 

1.69 
1.95 

3.405 
3.96 

1.61 
1.86 

23% 
23% 

Gillette  Rightguard  Range 
/•^•ii     ..  Deodorant 

Gillette 

Antiperspirant 
Double  Protection 

12  x  134ml 
12  x  197ml 
12  x  110ml 
12  x  150ml 
12  x  200ml 
12  x  110ml 
12  x  150ml 
12  x  200ml 

8.25 
10.08 

8.25 
10.08 
11.84 

8.58 
10.76 
12.67 

1.05 
1.29 
1.05 
1.29 
1.51 
1.10 
1.37 
1.62 

6.62 
8.10 
6.62 
8.10 
9.50 
6.88 
.865 
10.17 

.76 
.93 
.76 
.93 
1.09 
.79 
1.00 
1.17 

6.31 
7.73 
6.31 
7.73 
9.07 
6.56 
8.25 
9.70 

.73 
.89 
.73 
.89 

1.04 
.76 
.95 

1.12 

20% 
20% 
20% 
20% 
20% 
20% 
20% 
20% 

Product 

Size/Pack 

Normal 
Price  R.S.P. 

Vestric 
Price  R.S.P. 

Vantage 
Price  R.S.P. 

Profit  on 
Cost  % 

n    J  J;  KinxRoll 
rdQQI                           Kinx  Roll 

36  x  lOOg 
20  x  350g 

10.23 
14.18 

8.28 
11.40 

.32 

.79 

8.10 
11.10 

.31 

20* 

20* 

PALMOLIVE  Soap 

12  x  Bath 

2.96 

.29V4 

1.68 

.19 

1.62 

.19" 

20* 

f  A                                   Foam  Bath 
A    v-'v-tl  k  '                  Transparent  Soap 

12  x  Std 
6  x  Lge 
12  x  Bath 

7.05 
5.39 
3.25 

.87 
1.33 
.34 

4.98 
3.81 

2.70 

66 
.91 

.30 

4.80 
3.69 
2.64 

58 

.88 
.29 

•m 

25* 
15<* 

SENSODYNE  Toothpaste 

Tooth  Brushes 
i     SENSODYNE              Plaque  Remover 
Gentle 
Searcher 
Perio 
Junior 
Interdental 

12  x  Lge 
12  x  Econ 

12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

6.53 
9.61 

5.165 
5.165 
5.165 
4.165 
4.305 
3.81 

.90 
1.25 

.70 
.70 
.70 
.70 
.60 
.52 

5.40 
7.98 

4.02 
4.02 
4.02 
4.02 
3.36 
3.00 

.65 
.96 

.48 

.48 
.48 
.48 
.40 
.36 

5.28 
7.80 

3.90 
3.90 
3.90 
3.90 
3.27 
2.88 

63 
.93 

.47 
.47 
.47 
.47 
.39 
.35 

25* 
25* 

25* 
25* 
25* 
25* 
25* 
25* 

SiMklin                         Hair  Spray  (All  types) 

12  x  175ml 
12  x  100ml 

8.53 
6.03 

1.09 
.77 

5  7rt 
4.14 

.66 
.48 

5.64 
4.02 

.65 
.46 

20* 
20* 

SNUGGLERS  ™*b^nticatedLegs 

-Daytime 
-Super  Daytime 
-Overnight 
-Toddler 

16x15 
16x15 
16x15 
16x12 
16x12 

6  x  185ml 

19.88 
23.91 
27.24 
25.30 
27.94 

4.50 

1.43 
1.72 
1.96 
1.82 
2.01 

1.19 

16.00 
19.52 
22.16 
20.88 
23.20 

2.70 

1.17 
1.43 
1.63 
1.53 
1.70 

.62 

15.44 
18.56 
21.20 
19.92 
22.16 

2.61 

1.13 
1.36 
1.56 
1.46 
1.63 

.60 

17>'2* 

17Vj* 

174* 
17'<2* 
17' 2* 

20* 

^^^^S  y\lfHf\        Shampoo  (All  Types) 
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Vestric 


Vestric  Limited, 
West  Lane,  Runcorn, 
Cheshire,  WA7  2PE. 


If  you  require  further  information  on  Vestric  or  our 
Vantage  scheme,  please  complete  the  coupon  and  return 
to  the  Marketing  Manager. 

Name   


Address 
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CLINICAL  PHARMACY 


Continued  from  p827 

example,  point  d  to  point  f)-  Alternatively 

long-term  maintenance  may  be  necessary 

to  protect  the  heart  against  excessive 

loading. 

The  simplest,  and  indeed  the 
traditional  commonsense,  approach  is  to 
reduce  the  demand  on  the  heart  by 
making  the  patient  rest,  propped  up  in 
bed,  and  preventing  stress.  This  may 
reduce  the  need  for  the  pump  to  perform 
at  the  maximum  possible,  and  symptoms 
will  remit  in  mild  cases.  The  morphine 
given  in  acute  failure  acts  partly  in  this 
way;  in  other  cases  anxiolytics  may  be 
given. 


Preload  reduction  has  also  been  used 
traditionally,  if  unwittingly,  for  heart 
failure  in  that  diuretics  were  used  for 
oedema.  It  also  used  to  be  thought  that 
digoxin  had  an  important  diuretic  action, 
but  this  is  now  known  to  be  secondary  to 
improved  cardiac  output  and  renal 
perfusion.  The  principal  action  of 
diuretics  in  heart  failure  is  now  considered 
to  be  a  reduction  in  circulating  blood 
volume,  and  hence  filling  pressure  and 
preload,  and  this  alleviates  venous 
congestion.  Only  incidentally,  as  it  were, 
is  extravascular  oedematous  fluid 
removed.  Diuretics  are  now  drugs  of first 


Which  ex 
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It  all  adds  up  to 


Franolyn  Expect 

WinPharm's  entirely  new  treatment  for  chesty  coughs 


*  Ideal  pharmacological  profile 

*  Rapid  action,  prolonged  relief 

*  Does  not  cause  drowsiness 

For  further  information  see  pages  840  &  841 
830 


W  WinPharm 

Working  with  pharmacy  for  a  healthier  future 

"Franolyn"  is  a  registered  trade  mark 


choice  in  most  cases  of  heart  failure. 

A  more  recent  approach  to  reducing 
preload  is  to  use  venodilating  drugs  such 
as  nitrates  or  general  vasodilators  such  as 
hydralazine.  Morphine  also  has  a 
venodilating  effect.  By  increasing  the 
venous  capacity  as  a  blood  reservoir, 
venous  return  is  reduced  promptly  and 
effectively.  This  method  is  usually 
reserved  for  severe  or  resistant  cases. 
Whilst  it  has  until  now  been  used  only  in 
acute  failure,  there  are  signs  that  long- 
term  maintenance  might  be  beneficial, 
thus  sparing  the  patient  the  need  to  take 
diuretics  continuously. 

Obviously  preload  reduction  is  most 
useful  when  congestive  symptoms  and 
raised  venous  pressures  predominate. 
When  low  cardiac  output  is  the  main 
problem,  a  reduction  in  afterload  may  be 
helpful  in  severe  cases. 

It  may  seem  paradoxical  to  use  arterial 
vasodilators,  that  is,  anti-hypertensives,  in 
a  patient  whose  blood  pressure  is 
probably  sub-normal  anyway,  but  the 
point  is  that  the  haemodynamic 
equilibrium  in  such  patients  is  upset,  so 
that  even  their  present  low  blood  pressure 
may  be  inappropriately  high  for  the 
present  state  of  their  heart.  Of  course,  if 
hypertension  is  the  cause  of  the  failure, 
the  logic  of  this  approach  is  more 
apparent.  Effective  results  have  been 
obtained  in  some  cases  of  refractory 
failure  using  such  drugs  as  hydralazine 
and  prazosin,  and  once  again  they  may 
become  useful  for  long-term 
maintenance. 


Oxygen 


Finally,  an  obvious  way  to  improve  the 
symptoms  of  poor  cardiac  output  and  its 
resultant  poor  tissue  oxygenation  is  to  give 
the  patient  high  concentration  (up  to  60 
per  cent)  oxygen  therapy.  This  will  help 
central  cyanosis  if,  for  example, 
pulmonary  congestion  is  the  problem,  but 
if  there  is  merely  poor  lung  perfusion  the 
blood  is  likely  to  be  maximally  oxygenated 
anyway.  Oxygen  is  also  hazardous  in  high 
concentrations,  and  of  course  must  be 
avoided  in  patients  with  COPD  (as  we  saw 
in  a  previous  article). 


Drugs  used  in 
heart  failure 


Cardiac  glycosides 

Indications:  Ideas  about  the  use  of  these 
drugs  have  changed.  Digitalis  toxicity 
occurs  more  frequently  than  formerly 
supposed.  Also,  many  patients,  especially 
the  elderly,  can  be  taken  off  these  drugs 
after  a  short  period  of  stabilisation,  with 
no  ill-effect,  so  that  long-term 
maintenance  is  probably  unnecessary  in 
many  cases.  Finally,  the  practice  of  giving 
loading  doses  (digitalisation)  is  now  felt  to 
be  justified  only  in  very  serious  cases,  and 
even  then  the  oral  route  is  usually 
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satisfactory.  Indeed,  in  acute  failure 
various  other  strategies  would  be  tried 
before  digitalis,  and  it  is  usually  avoided 
after  MI. 

Current  practice,  then,  is  to  use  these 
drugs  in  generally  lower  doses,  mainly  in 
chronic  heart  failure  complicated  by  atrial 
tachycardia,  where  the  combination  of 
their  inotropic  and  their  bradycardic 
effect  is  unsurpassed. 
Mechanism:  Recent  evidence  suggests  that 
the  glycosides,  formerly  thought  to  affect 
only  the  failing  myocardium,  improve  the 
performance  of  the  normal  heart  too. 
This  has  been  disguised  in  early  studies  by 
reflex  vasodilatation,  a  compensation 
which  is  suppressed  in  the  failing 
cardiovascular  system  so  that  a  positive 
improvement  in  output  is  then  observed. 

Their  action  is  complex,  but  probably 
is  due  to  their  modifying  ion  transfer 
across  heart-muscle  and  conducting-tissue 
membranes.  Contraction  is  improved  and 
ventricular  conduction  depressed,  leading 
to  an  increased  refractory  period.  The 
result  is  a  slower,  more  powerful 
contraction  giving  a  greater  stroke 
volume,  a  lower  end  systolic  volume  and 
hence  a  lower  end  diastolic  volume.  The 
heart  is  then  working  more  efficiently  at  a 
smaller  size  and  so  oxygen  consumption  is 
not  increased.  Venous  congestion  is  then 
gradually  reduced. 

Toxicity:  The  effects  on  conduction  and 
excitability  are  however  not  fully 
understood  and  are  variable.  Hence  the 
main  toxic  effects,  seen  at  doses  very  little 
higher  than  therapeutic,  are  cardiac 
arrhythmias.  Increased  ventricular 
excitability  causes  the  most  typical,  that 
is,  ventricular  premature  (ectopic)  beats, 
but  paroxsymal  atrial  tachycardia  and 
heart  block  may  also  occur.  Clearly  the 
difficulty  in  distinguishing  between 
toxicity  on  the  one  hand,  and  insufficient 
dosage  for  an  arrhythmia  being  treated  by 
digoxin  on  the  other  hand,  can  result  in 
excessive  dosage.  Digoxin  serum  level 
monitoring  is  most  valuable  in  such  cases. 

The  recent  confusion  over  digoxin 
bioavailability  has  taught  us  that  patients 
should  not  have  their  tablet  brand 
changed.  Warning  symptoms  of 
impending  toxicity  occur  in  the  GI  tract 
(nausea,  vomiting,  diarrhoea  and 
abdominal  pain)  and  in  the  CNS 
(confusion,  drowsiness,  dim  vision 
(amblyopia)  and  occasionally  psychotic 
reactions).  Excessive  bradycardia  may 
also  occur  and  is  a  useful  warning  sign,  so 
the  pulse  should  be  monitored  regularly. 

Patients  with  impaired  drug  handling 
are  particularly  at  risk  from  digoxin 
toxicity,  especially  the  elderly,  the  young, 
and  renal  failure  patients.  The  last  group 
can  be  given  digitoxin,  which  is 
metabolised  by  the  liver.  A  further 
advantage  of  digitoxin  is  its  longer  half- 
life,  making  it  suitable  for  long-term 
maintenance.  The  heart  is  particularly 
sensitive  to  digoxin  after  infarction.  As  is 
well-known,  low  serum  potassium,  which 
may  result  particularly  in  the  elderly  from 
poor  diet,  and  in  any  patient  from 
injudicious  diuretic  therapy,  will  greatly 


increase  the  digitoxicity. 
Interactions:  There  are  a  number  of 
important  combinations  with  digoxin 
which  require  great  care.  Quinidine 
greatly  elevates  serum  digoxin,  possibly  by 
reducing  renal  clearance.  Conversely, 
hepatic  enzyme  inducers  such  as 
phenytoin,  phenylbutazone  and  the 
barbiturates  will  reduce  effectiveness, 
particularly  of  digitoxin.  Anticholinergics 
will  antagonise  the  bradycardic  effect, 
whilst  beta-blockers  will  potentiate  it.  The 
combination  of  digitalis  with  beta- 
blockers  is  sometimes  useful  when  the 
latter  are  essential,  for  example,  for 
angina,  but  are  tending  to  induce  heart 
failure.  Finally,  potassium-depleting 
diuretics  should  be  used  with  caution,  and 
never  without  regularly  monitoring  serum 
potassium  level. 


Other  inotropic  agents 

Both  noradrenaline  and  isoprenaline  are 
potent  myocardial  (B-l)  stimulants,  but 
the  former  causes  general  vasoconstriction 
and  undesirable  blood  pressure  rises 
(though  for  this  reason  it  is  useful  in 
shock),  and  the  latter  tends  to  cause 
arrhythmias.  The  recent  introduction  of 
dopamine  infusion  which,  at  the  correct 
infusion  rate,  produces  cardiac 
stimulation  (13-1)  and  renal  and  coronary 
vasodilation  (dopamine  receptors), 
provides  a  drug  with  an  ideal  balance  of 
effects  for  many  cases.  More  recently, 
dobutamine,  which  lacks  the  vasodilating 
effect  of  dopamine,  has  been  introduced. 
The  former,  because  it  reduces  peripheral 
resistance,  may  allow  an  increase  in 
cardiac  output  without  significantly 

Continued  on  p834 
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Franolyn  Expect. 

WinPharm's  entirely  new  treatment  for  chesty  coughs 


*  Ideal  pharmacological  profile 

*  Rapid  action,  prolonged  relief 

*  Does  not  cause  drowsiness 

For  further  information  see  pages  840  &  841 


WinPharm 


Working  with  pharmacy  fora  healthier  future 
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Head  Office 
UniChem  Limited 

Crown  House,  Morden 


Contour  cartridges  £1 3  25 

Money-making  offers  f  < 


niChem 


Elnett  Hairspray 

Normal/Extra/Gentle  500g  6's 


£8.775 


lmp©ricil  L©ctth©r  T&lc  00  "7/* 

250g         6's  ■  / U 


Listermint 


400ml 


6's 


£3.71 


Silkience  Conditioner  CQ  01 

200ml  1 2's  It  £»0  ■  O^jI 


Sunsilk  Shampoo 

Large  -  Dry/Greasy/Mild/Normal  1 30m' 


4.014 


Wilkinson  Sword 

Double  Edged  Blades  50x5's 


CLINICAL 
PHARMACY 

Continued  from  p831 

increased  oxygen  consumption:  thus  it 
can  be  used  in  failure  following  MI. 

Diuretics 

Low  doses  of  thiazides,  for  example, 
bendrofluazide  5-10mg  daily,  are  the  first 
choice  for  mild  heart  failure,  especially  if 
not  yet  decompensated,  and  for 
maintenance.  This  must  be  coupled  with 
salt  and  fluid  restriction,  and  potassium 
supplements  may  be  necessary  unless 
potassium-sparing  diuretics  are  used.  In 
more  severe  decompensation  the  more 
potent  loop  diuretics,  for  example,  up  to 
Igfrusemide,  daily  may  be  needed.  In 
addition,  spironolactone  is  often  helpful 
in  counteracting  the  reflex  rises  in 
aldosterone  levels,  brought  about  in 
severe  cases  in  an  effort  to  restore  blood 
pressure  by  increasing  blood  volume 
through  renal  compensation.  This  is  one 
rationale  for  spironolactone/thiazide 
combinations.  Diuretics  will  be  discussed 


A  i  m 

IVlC  III  uu 

Tvnp  i\it  thtir'im 

1  jpc  Ul  iiicr<tp> 

r.\4iii  pit 

Cardiac  workload 
(oxygen  demand) 

Tissue  demand 
(perfusion) 

Rest 

(Anxiolytics?) 

diazepam  (morphine) 

Preload 

Diuretics 

V  CllUUUalUI 

frusemide 
bendrofluazide 

inn  dies 

Afterload 

Arterial  dilator 
(vasodilator) 

hydralazine 
prazosin 

Cardiac 
efficiency 

Contractility 

Inotropic 

digitalis 
dopamine 

Improve  rhythm 

Anti-arrhythmic 

digitalis, 
others  as 
appropriate 

Blood 

oxygenation 

Ventimask, 

MC  Mask 

(up  to  60  per  cent) 

o, 

Treat 

contributory 
factors 

Hypertension 
Respiratory  disease 
Anaemia 

Obesity 

See  appropriate 
articles  for  details 

Diet 

Congenital  or 
valve  defect 

Surgery 

valve 

replacement 
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ORDER  FORM: 


In  this  case,  B6  -  Extra-Strength  Vitamin  B6  Tablets  by  FSC. 
It's  profitable  to  you  because  customers'  awareness  of  the  properties  of  B6  is 
already  high.  They  know  it  aids  assimilation  of  food,  particularly  in  metabolism 
of  fatty  acids.  Many  are  also  aware  that  B6  deficiency  may  lead  to  irritability, 
headaches,  skin  disorders,  even  anaemia.  So  you  can  expect  rapid  turnover. 

It's  profitable  also  because  FSC's  KRP  for  B6  is  low,  making  selling  easier. 
And  because,  even  so,  FSC's  trade  price  leaves  you  plenty  of  room  for  a  healthy 
mark-up. 

Same  applies  to  B-Supreme  -  FSC's  complete  Vitamin  B  complex  with  added 
Vitamin  C  in  capsule  form. 

And,  for  that  matter,  to  all  the  other  FSC  vitamins. 
In  fact,  the  profit  potential  of  FSC  vitamins  (see  below)  is  so  attractive,  you 
may  wish  to  order  NOW!  You  can. 

Simply  fill  in  the  form  below,  cut  out  the  whole  ad.  and  post.  We'll  despatch 
by  return.  Send  no  money.  We'll  bill  you. 


Product 
Code 

Product  and  Pack 

RRP. 
inc. 
VAT 

Trade 
excl. 
VAT 

VAT 

% 

Order 
Quantity 

2485 

Vitamin  B6  Tabs  lOOmg 

6x  60 

1.35 

4.69 

15 

2486 

Vitamin  B6  Tabs  (Economy) 

6x  150 

2.75 

9.56 

15 

22010 

B-Supreme  Capsules 

12  x  100 

2.90 

20.17 

15 

22030 

B-Supreme  Handy  Size 

10  x  24 

1.15 

6.66 

15 

2270 

Vitamin  Bl  Tabs  25mg 

6  x  100 

.92 

3.20 

15 

Name. 


Address^ 


POST  TO: 


/k,  FOOD  SUPPLEMENT  COMPANY 

^SrU^k     (A  Division  of  Health  &  Did  Food  Company  Ltd.) 

Seymour  House,  High  Street,  Godalming,  Surrey  GU7  1AW.  Telephone  Godalming  (04868)  28021. 
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Vichyderm  ac 


processes  that  cau* 

As  part  of  the  normal  aging  process  of  the  skin,  cell  renewal 
slows  down  making  the  epidermis  thinner  and  less  resistant  to 
external  influences.  At  the  same  time  the  sebaceous  glands  produce 
less  sebum,  thus  reducing  the  skins  natural  protection. 

Together  these  changes  in  the  epidermis  result  in  loss  of  supple- 
ness and"bloom,"fine  lines,  dryness,  fragility  and  a  skin  that  marks  easily. 

It  is  these  processes  and 
their  effects  that  Vichy  have 
learnt  to  counteract  after  ten 
long  years  of  research. 

Rigorously  supervised 
clinical  tests  have  proved  that  new 
Vichyderm  revitalizing  cream 
actually  increases  the  thickness  of 
the  epidermis  and  the  production 
of  sebum  from  the  sebaceous 


glands. The  condition  of  the  skin 
thus  improves  so  that  after  3  weeks 
it  starts  to  recover  its  bloom  and 
youthful  appearance. 

WHY  VICHYDERM  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  YOU. 

Vichyderm  is  the  first  revitalizing  cream  to  be  made  available 
exclusively  through  chemists.  And  it's  the  first  to  be  sensibly 
priced:  just  £5.90  rsp.  A  price  at  which  you  can  afford  to  stock  it, 
and  which  your  customers  will  be  happy  to  pay. 

It  is  a  single  product,  not  a  range,  and  comes  with  an  attractive 
merchandiser  which  also  carries  trial  sizes  with  a  12-page  leaflet 
explaining  the  aging  process  and  how  Vichyderm  works. 

For  further  details  on  the  proven  effectiveness  of  Vichyderm 
please  contact  Mrs  Diane  Miles  B.Pharm  MPS  who  will  send 
you  the  Vichyderm  dossier  for  k~7\  t  jys  T\7 
pharmacists.  IVJ  V  lL^Xl  I  SKIN  CARE 

At  your  chemist. 

Vichy  (UK)  Limited,  Ashville  Trading  Estate,  Nuffield  Way,  Abingdon, Oxon.  Tel:  Abingdon  (0235  )  26747. 


against 


M  VICHY 

preparations  cosmetiques 


VICHYDERM 
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the  renewal 
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in  more  detail  when  we  come  to  consider 
renal  disease. 

Venodilators 

The  familiar  nitrates,  such  as  glycerol 
trinitrate,  have  their  main  effect  on  veins. 
General  vasodilators  such  as 
nitroprusside,  and  perhaps  hydralazine 
and  prazosin,  also  produce  venodilation, 
as  does  morphine.  In  acute  failure  the 
newly  introduced  intravenous 
preparations  of  GTN  can  be  used  as  well 
as  parenteral  hydralazine;  nitroprusside  is 


only  available  by  injection.  For 
maintenance,  standard  oral  nitrates  can 
be  used. 

Arterial  vasodilators 

Hydralazine,  a  direct  acting  vasodilator, 
after  some  time  under  a  cloud  for  its 
tendency  to  induce  an  SLE-like  syndrome, 
is  now  regarded  as  a  most  useful  agent, 
and  safe  if  used  in  daily  doses  not  greater 
than  200mg.  However,  "slow 
acetylators"  should  avoid  the  drug.  More 
recently  prazosin,  an  a-blocker,  and 
captopril,  an  angiotensin-antagonist,  have 
been  used.  Sodium  nitroprusside  /Kis 
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Franolyn  Expect. 

WinPharm's  entirely  new  treatment  for  chesty  coughs 


*  Ideal  pharmacological  profile 

*  Rapid  action,  prolonged  relief 

*  Does  not  cause  drowsiness 


WinPharm 
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reserved  for  emergencies.  Since  the 
primary  use  of  these  drugs  is  in 
hypertension,  these  will  be  considered  in 
more  detail  in  a  future  article. 

A  final  comment  should  be  made  on 
aminophylline.  This  most  useful  and 
ubiquitous  drug  has  numerous  actions 
which  are  of  benefit  in  heart  failure,  being 
a  diuretic,  a  cardiac  stimulant,  a 
bronchodilator  and  a  respiratory 
stimulant.  It  may  also  have  some  coronary 
vasodilating  activity.  In  the  past  it  has 
been  used  routinely  in  all  respiratory  and 
cardiac  emergencies.  However,  in  acute 
heart  failure  it  is  being  replaced  by 
dopamine  as  an  inotropic  agent;  and  after 
MI,  as  we  shall  see,  the  current  approach 
is  to  reduce  myocardial  oxygen  demand, 
and  thus  to  avoid  pure  inotropic  agents  if 
possible.  ■ 


This  series  is  inendeo  as  an  outline 
refresher  course  for  busy  retail 
pharmacists  and  is  based  on  the  third- 
year  syllabus  taught  to  undergraduate 
BPharm  students  at  Chelsea  College, 
University  of  London,  by  the  above 
authors.  It  is  not  intended  to  be 
comprehensive  and  it  is  assumed  that 
pharmacists  will  consult  reference 
texts  for  more  detailed  information  on 
the  drugs  and  diseases  mentioned 


HEALTH  CENTRE 
NEWS 


■  Berwickshire  Regional  Health  Board  are 

to  build  a  £244,000  health  centre  at 
Eyemouth.  The  project  is  estimated  to 
take  60  weeks  to  complete. 

■  Kingston  and  Richmond  A.H.A.  are 

seeking  planning  permission  for  a  health 
centre  behind  3  Oak  Hill  in  the  grounds  of 
Surbiton  Hospital. 

■  Work  is  to  start  shortly  on  a  new  health 
centre  at  Govanhill  for  the  Greater 
Glasgow  Health  Board.  It  will  have 
consulting  rooms  for  1 1  doctors,  and  will 
take  two  years  to  build. 

■  Planning  permission  is  being  sought  for 
a  new  health  centre  at  Jasmin  Road, 
Birchwood,  for  Lincolnshire  AHA.  If 

permission  is  granted  the  project  could  be 
completed  by  the  middle  of  1983. 

■  Building  of  a  new  central  Dewsbury 
health  centre  has  had  to  be  deferred 
because  although  the  Kirklees  Council 
had  chosen  the  Victoria  centre  carpark  for 
the  site,  the  land  is  no  longer  available.  A 
suggestion  has  now  been  made  to  the 
Council  that  the  centre  should  be  built  on 
a  site  opposite  a  derelict  warehouse  under 
Wellington  Road  flyover,  Dewsbury.  ■ 
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A.  CHEMIST  LTD. 
The  Mall,  Panyvale,  W.Yorks 
 Tel:  Leeds  59721 


KEEP  OUT  OF  CHILDREN'S  REACH 


Writing  dozens  of  prescriptions  an  hour  when  you're  on  duty  can  be  crippling. 
Microscript  have  developed  an  inexpensive  microcomputer  system,  already 
in  use  in  pharmacies,  that  prints  out  labels  with  the  minimum  of  effort  from  you. 


FAST,  NEAT  LABELS.  Just  tap  out  the 
drug  and  direction  codes  on  the  typewriter 
style  keyboard,  and  watch  the  printer 
do  what  your  hand  used  to  do. 
The  self-adhesive  labels, 
bearing  your  name  and  logo, 
allow  room  for  even 
the  most  complicated 
preparations  and  directions. 
CAPACITY.  1500 
drug  codes,  two  names 
for  each,  and  300 
direction  codes  can  be 
stored  in  the  computer's 
memory  banks. 
RE-ORDERS.  The  printer  can 
produce  a  record  of  low  stock  items . 
SPECIFIC  WARNINGS.  The  computer  wi 
automatically  remind  you  when  'specific  warnings' 
are  required. 


You  won't  believe  how  easy  it  is  to 
operate,  and  within  a  week  or  so  it 
will  be  as  indispensible  as  your 
pill  counter! 
Microscript  supplyall  the 
equipment  you  need,  including  your 
labels.  We  ofter  consultancy  support 
that  will  help  you  discover  the 
tremendous  business  potential  of 
this  computer.  Our  expertise 
and  advice  can  be  yours 
at  any  time. 

Cut  the  coupon,  or  call 
now  on  01-743  9000. 


9^0^ 


Send  for  your  free  brochure 
Microscript  n 
6,  Pavilion  Parade,  Wood  Lane, I 
London  W1 2  OHQ.  fj 


microscpipt 

PRESCRIPTION  LABELLING 

6  Pavilion  Parade,Wood  Lane,  LondonW12  OHQ. Tel:  01-743  9000  V. 
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NEW 

'counter  prescription' 
from  WinPharm 

Franolyn 
Expect 

The  entirely 

NEW  treatment 
for  chesty  coughs 


The  right  scientific  pedigree 

Each  5ml.  of  Franolyn  Expect  contains: 

Theophylline  BP  (Anhydrous)  60mg.  Guaiphenesin  BPC  25mg.  Ephedrine  BP  4.75  mg. 

It's  this  unique  formulation  that  makes 

Franolyn  Expect  the  ideal  expectorant  for  you  to  'counter  prescribe! 


Franolyn  Expect  reduces  congestion 

The  ephedrine  present  in  Franolyn  Expect,  by  binding  to  the  alpha 
receptor  sites  on  blood  vessels,  > 
reduces  the  degree  of  vasodilation     '  ^K^- 
in  the  upper  respiratory  tract,  thus 
easing  inflammation  and 
reducing  congestion  in 
the  bronchial  tree. 


Franolyn  Expect  dilates  the  bronchial  tree 

Ephedrine  also  binds  to  the  beta-receptors  on  the  smooth  muscle 
around  the  bronchi  and  bronchioles  resulting  in  muscle  relaxation 

and  so  achieving 
bronchodilation.5  This  action 
is  reinforced  by  the  inclusion 
of  theophylline  which 
interferes  with  the  intracellular 
breakdown  of  cyclic 
adenosine  monophosphate 
(AMP)  -  a  key  factor  in  the 
regulation  of  muscle 
contraction56 


Franolyn  Expect  reduces  mucus  viscosity 

Franolyn  Expect  contains  the  well  known  expectorant 
guaiphenesin,  which  has  long  been  accepted  for  its  ability  to 
increase  the  output  of  respiratory  tract  fluid,  consequently 
improving  the  flow  properties  of  tenacious  bronchial  mucus. 


Franolyn  Expect  increases  air  flow 

By  reducing  congestion,  dilating  the  bronchial  tree  and  reducing 
mucus  viscosity,  Franolyn  Expect  achieves  the  fourth  of  the  ideal 
criteria  for  an  expectorant  -  increased  air  flow. 


Franolyn  Expect  gives  prompt  &  prolonged  relief 

Ephedrine  has  a  rapid  onset  of  action  whilst  that  of  theophylline  is 
relatively  slow  but  more  prolonged.  This  prompt  but  prolonged  relief 
of  their  combined  action  is  not  merely  additive  but,  clinical  studies 
suggest,  actually  synergistic  in  that  they  reinforce  each  other's 
bronchodilatory  effect7 


Franolyn  Expect  does  not  cause  drowsiness 

Unlike  many  other  over-the-counter  cough  remedies, 
Franolyn  Expect  relieves  symptoms  without  causing  drowsiness. 
This  makes  it  ideal  for  ensuring  that  your  customers'  normal  daily 
routines  are  not  impaired  and  is  particularly  valuable  in  not  affecting 
their  concentration  or  alertness. 


160  times  every  month,  on  average,  your  professional  advice  as  a  pharmacist  is 
sought  in  the  treatment  of  coughs  and  coids.1  This  significant  fact,  borne  out  in 
every  recent  survey,  puts  cough  and  cold  remedies  "Top  of  the  League"  in 
counter  prescribing: 


i  2,3,4 


Until  now  you've  only  had  half  the  answer.  This  year  WinPharm  have  come  up 
with  an  entirely  new  treatment  for  chesty  coughs  -  Franolyn  Expect. 


New  Franolyn  Expect  has  a  unique  pharmacological  profile  and,  compared 
with  six  of  the  best-selling  over-the-counter  cough  remedies, 

Franolyn  Expect  fulfills  all  the  criteria  required  of  an  ideal  cough 

treatment  -  including  that  of  not  causing  drowsiness. 
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Brand 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

mil 

Reduces  mucus  viscosity 

? 

V 

Reduces  congestion 

Dilates  the  bronchial  tree 

Increases  airflow 

Rapid  and  long  lasting  relief 

Does  not  cause  drowsiness 

The  right  commercial  profile 

Franolyn  Expect  now  gives  you  the  opportunity  to  "counter  prescribe"  an  entirely 
new  treatment  for  your  customers.  Like  all  WinPharm  products,  Franolyn  Expect  is: 


>  Distributed  only  to  pharmacies 
Not  advertised  to  the  public 

>  Backed  by  Winthrop  resources 

•  Comprehensive  information  facilities 


•Entirely  new  scale  of  introductory  margins. 

Each  order  you  place  for  Franolyn  Expect  will  bring  you  a  really 
special  level  of  bonus  which  could  show  you  as  much  as 
£34.38  profit  on  a  £37.62  outlay,  equivalent  to  over  91%  on  cost  or 
nearly  48%  on  net  sales  value,  at  best  terms.  See  your  WinPharm 
representative  for  full  details. 


•Special  backing  for  local  pharmacies 

Special  window  displays 

Designed  to  suit  all  shapes  and  sizes  of  window  area.these 
highlight  the  pharmacist's  professional  skill  and  expertise  and 
stimulate  the  public  into  asking  for  advice. 

Key  sites  for  poster  campaign 

Carrying  a  message  which  will  motivate  cough  sufferers  into 
asking  for  their  local  pharmacist's  professional  advice. 

In- store  sales  aids 

To  assist  in  counter  prescribing  Franolyn  Expect,  a  number  of 
sales  aids  are  available  recommending  that  your  customers 
should  seek  your  advice  about  chesty  coughs. 

No  one  but  WinPharm  can  claim  to  repay  so 
handsomely  the  time  and  professional  effort  you  spend 
in  actively  "counter  prescribing"  for  chesty  coughs. 
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PSNI  COUNCIL 


Income  increased  - 
fee  unlikely  to  rise 


retention 


The  Northen  Ireland  retention  fee  is 
unlikely  to  be  increased  for  several  years. 

At  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Northern  Ireland's  annual  meeting,  the 
treasurer,  Mr  Mcllhagger,  presented  his 
financial  statement  for  the  year  ended 
July  31,  1981.  He  said  the  increase  in  the 
amount  of  the  retention  fee  had 
augmented  the  income  by  almost  £7,000. 


Increased  amounts  from  rents  and 
donations  had  resulted  in  an  excess  of 
income  over  expenditure  of  £7,866. 
Repairs  and  renewals  in  respect  of  the 
property  and  equipment  amounted  to 
over  £1,500.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be 
necessary  to  increase  the  retention  fee  for 
several  years. 

Referring  to  education  the  president, 


Which  expectorant 
should  you 
counter 
ribe' 


it's  top  marks  for 


franolyn  Expect. 

WinPharm's  entirely  new  treatment  for  chesty  coughs 


*  Ideal  pharmacological  profile 

*  Rapid  action,  prolonged  relief 

*  Does  not  cause 

For  further  information  see  pages  840  &  841 
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Miss  Watson,  said  the  highlight  of  the 
year  was  the  official  opening  of  the 
pharmacy  department  building  at  Queen's 
University.  Together  with  Mr  Sharpe, 
president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  she  had  the  honour  of 
performing  the  opening  ceremony  and  she 
extended  to  Professor  D'Arcy,  his  staff 
and  students  every  good  wish  in  their  new 
accomodation. 

The  post-graduate  education 
committee  had  extended  its  programme 
during  the  year.  In  addition  to  the  pre  and 
post  Christmas  lectures  a  seminar 
extending  over  three  days  early  in  January 
1981  and  entitled  "Panorama  of  the 
Medicines  Act  1968"  was  held  in  the 
Society's  lecture  hall.  Other  seminars  on 
various  subjects  including  "Computers  in 
pharmacy"  were  held  in  March  and  April 
together  with  a  three-day  session  on 
"Introduction  to  pharmacokinetics." 

Two  management  courses  were 
arranged  —  one  was  residential  for 
students  at  the  headquarters  of  the  NI 
Staffs  Council  for  Health  and  Personal 
Social  Services,  the  other  was  on  finance 
and  the  Drug  Tariff  for  pharmacists  and 
students  in  the  Society's  lecture  hall.  The 
Council  was  indebted  to  Scholl  (UK)  Ltd 
who  defrayed  part  of  the  expenses  of  the 
latter. 

At  present  the  Council's  education 
committee  was  endeavouring  to  extend 
the  education  and  training  programme  for 
community  pharmacists,  and  if  accepted 
by  the  post-graduate  education  committee 
the  new  programme  would  be  introduced 
as  quickly  as  possible,  Miss  Watson  said. 
She  pointed  out  the  difficulties  that  arose 
in  catering  for  the  needs  of  community 
pharmacists  as  opposed  to  those  of 
hospital  pharmacists. 

Revive  interest 

Referring  to  the  Council's  attempt  to 
revive  interest  in  the  district  branches. 
Miss  Watson  said  that  in  addition  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Lurgan,  Portadown  and 
Armagh  Branch  she  had  attended  a 
meeting  in  Omagh  when  about  40 
pharmacists  were  present. 

The  agricultural  and  veterinary  group 
had  held  a  number  of  meetings  during  the 
year  and  representatives  of  the  group  met 
a  farming  organisation  to  discuss  matters 
of  mutual  interest.  The  group  had  also 
drawn  attention  in  a  publication  for 
farmers  to  the  veterinary  products  that 
pharmacists  could  legally  sell. 

i  

Statutory  Committee 

Two  enquiries  were  held  by  the  Statutory 
Committee.  One  pharmacist  was  severely 
reprimanded  for  selling  medicinal 
products  specified  in  the  Medicines 
(Prescription  Only)  Order  1977  other  than 
in  accordance  with  a  prescription  issued 
by  an  authorised  practitioner.  Another 
pharmacist  convicted  of  an  offence 
against  the  same  Order  had  his  case 
adjourned  for  six  months  and  was  then 
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given  a  severe  warning. 

The  Benevolent  Fund  appeal  made  by 
Mr  Dillon,  immediate  past-president, 
realised  the  sum  of  £2,882  —  an  increase 
of  £232  over  the  previous  year.  Grants 
made  amounted  to  almost  £3,200  but  the 
deficit  was  more  than  met  by  the  income 
from  investments.  Unfortunately  the 
Fund's  committee  had  to  increase  the 
amount  of  each  grant  but  is  was  confident 
that  the  members  of  the  Society  would 
continue  to  give  the  Fund  generous 
support. 

Miss  Watson  complimented  the 
Society  of  Pharmacy  Students,  Queen's 
University  of  Belfast,  who,  at  short  notice 
had  hosted  the  annual  congress  of  the 
International  Pharmaceutical  Students 


The  DHSS  offer  of  a  6  per  cent  increase  in 
the  proprietor  pharmacist's  notional 
salary  for  1981  has  been  accepted  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee. 

Meeting  on  October  14,  the 
Committee  agreed  to  the  figure  "in  the 
light  of  the  general  level  of  settlements 
reached  in  the  health  sector  during  the 
year".  The  increase  raises  the  notional 
salary  to  £10,350. 

■  It  was  reported  that  the  Tenterden  fund 
instigated  by  PSNC  stood  at  just  under 
£90,000  and  that  the  costs  of  the  case 
could  therefore  be  met.  Any  surplus 
would  be  place  in  a  special  account  and 
LPCs  would  be  consulted  as  to  its  future 
use  in  furthering  the  interests  of  rural 
pharmacy. 


Panel's  first  tasks 


■The  first  issues  the  Pharmacy  Review 
Panel  will  be  asked  to  consider  are  the  net 
profit  margin  (referred  by  the  Department 
of  Health)  and  property  costs  (referred  by 
PSNC).  The  terms  of  reference  for  the 
two  issues  are:  Profit  margin  "To 
consider  what  change,  if  any,  is  required 
in  the  profit  formula  established  by  the 


Federation.  Representatives  from  24 
countries  were  present  at  the  congress 
which  was  held  at  the  Queen's  Elms  halls 
of  residence.  The  Council  gave  a  reception 
on  one  evening  and  she  said  it  was 
stimulating  to  meet  the  visitors  and 
discuss  with  them  their  views  on  the  future 
of  pharmacy  in  their  respective  countries. 
She  also  thanked  the  pharmacists  who  had 
contributed  unused  books  to  the  Third 
World  book  scheme. 

Mr  McMullan  proposed  a  vote  of 
thanks,  passed  by  acclamation,  to  the 
president  for  her  excellent  work  during 
the  year.  He  said  that  despite  the  distance 
she  had  to  travel  Miss  Watson  had 
fulfilled  all  her  duties  in  an  exemplary 
manner.  ■ 


Franks  Panel,  and  from  what  date,  and  to 
make  recommendations".  Property  costs: 
"To  consider  the  basis  of  allocation  of 
pharmacy  property  costs  between  NHS 
and  retail  and  to  make 
recommendations" . 
■The  Committee  agreed  to  make 
representations  to  the  DHSS  that  where 
local  arrangements  permit  the  closure  of 
pharmacies  on  Saturday  December  26, 
rota  payments  on  that  day  be  made  at  the 
public  holiday  rate  in  addition  to  Boxing 
Day,  which  has  been  moved  to  Monday 
December  28. 

■  Following  representations  to  the  DHSS 
some  months  ago,  agreement  has  been 
received  for  deletion  of  all  barbiturate 
preparations  from  the  common  pack  list 
(Drug  Tariff  Part  IV). 
■The  Committee  received  a  copy  of  a 
DHSS  letter  addressed  to  all 
manufacturers  of  stoma  appliances  and 
portable  urinals,  asking  for  lists  of  the 
products  supplied  through  Part  VI  of  the 
Drug  Tariff,  in  order  that  the  Department 
could  prepare  and  maintain  a 
comprehensive  schedule  of  such  products 
(including  the  up-to-date  prices).  The 
Committee  agreed  to  request  that,  as  the 
proposals  could  involve  possible  changes 


in  the  method  of  reimbursement  to 
pharmacy  contractors,  the  Committee  be 
consulted  before  any  firm  or  tentative 
proposals  are  made  for  the  introduction 
of  detailed  schedules  within  the  Tariff. 
■The  Committee  was  informed  that 
protracted  correspondence  had  taken 
place  between  the  PSNC  and  DHSS  over 
the  range  of  dressings  in  Part  VI  of  the 
Tariff.  It  was  agreed  that  the  PSNC  office 
should  prepare  a  list  of  suitable  dressings 
for  inclusion  and  that  further 
representations  be  made. 
■The  Committee  received  a  letter  stating 
that  one  of  the  NPA  Board 
representatives  on  PSNC,  Mr  P.E. 
Taylor,  was  resigning  because  of  business 
pressure.  ■ 


'Contact  SDP  now' 


As  the  Social  Democratic  Party  has  yet  to 
issue  a  firm  statement  on  health  policy, 
now  is  the  time  to  attempt  to  influence 
local  party  members,  says  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  in  a  note  to  LPC  members. 
LPCs  are  urged  to  ensure  that  party 
members  are  fully  conversant  with 
pharmaceutical  viewpoints  relating  to 
Health  Service  policy.  ■ 


Peace  offering 


Mr  Dennis  Pay  is  willing  to  drop  his  plan 
to  open  two  part-time  pharmacies  in  the 
Tenterden  satellite  villages  if  the 
dispensing  doctor  partnership  reverts  to 
its  previous  activity  and  limits  doctor 
dispensing  to  patients  in  those  two 
villages. 

This  olive  branch  was  held  out  to  a 
member  of  the  medical  Press  last  week 
and  appears  in  a  leading  article  in  the 
General  Practitioner.  The  article  gives 
details  of  Mr  Pay's  proposal  as  outlined  in 
at  the  Rural  Pharmacists  Association 
conference,  and  suggests  that  it  might  cost 
the  medical  practice  involved  over  £10,000 
a  year  if  successful.  ■ 


News  in  brief 


■  Chemists  and  appliance  suppliers  in 
Northern  Ireland  in  July  dispensed 
982,700  prescriptions  (605,527  forms)  at  a 
gross  cost  of  £3,904,344  with  an  average 
cost  of  £3.97  each. 

■  The  first  edition  of  the  Times  Health 
supplement  is  being  published  October  30. 
Appearing  weekly,  the  supplement  will 
cover  every  aspect  of  health  policy,  and 
"provide  a  forum  for  opinion." 

■  A  proposal  has  been  issued  jointly  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the 
Department  of  Health  and  the  Welsh 
Office,  to  amend  the  Erucic  Acid  in  Food 
Regulations  1977  to  include  a  method  of 
analysis  for  determining  the  erucic  acid 
content  of  oils  and  fats  intended  for 
human  consumption  and  foodstuffs 
containing  added  oils  and  fats. 


Cumulative  prescription  statistics  —  January  1  to  July  31, 1981 


1981 

1980 

+  /— 

°7o  +  /— 

(a)  England  only 

Total  number  of 

prescriptions 

175,645,000 

179,003,222 

—3,358,222 

—  1.87 

Total  cost 

£583,958,946 

£505,896,273 

+  78,062,673 

+  15.43 

(b)  Wales  only 

Total  number  of 

prescriptions 

13,722,708 

13,898,143 

—175,435 

—  1.26 

Total  cost 

£44,391,937 

£38,749,174 

+  5,642,763 

+  14.56 

PSNC  MEETING 


Notional  salary  up  to  £10,350 
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LETTERS 


Treat  'em  rough 


For  some  time  now  I  have  been  pondering 
on  the  future  role  of  the  general  practice 
pharmacist  and  like  many  of  your 
correspondents  would  like  to  see  the 
professional  image  of  the  pharmacist 
enhanced.  However,  before  we  can 
improve  our  standing  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public  we  must  first  identify  and  come  to 
terms  with  our  problems: —  (1) 
pharmacists  are  too  easily  accessible  to  the 
public;  (2)  pharmacists  give  a  good  service 
and  sound  and  free  advice;  (3) 
pharmacists  and  their  assistants  are  polite 
and  will  go  to  great  lengths  to  assist 
people.  Indeed,  with  a  set  of  problems  like 
this,  one  may  well  seriously  wonder  if  we 
will  ever  have  an  credibility  at  all! 

The  pharmacist  of  the  future  should 
be  kept  very  well  hidden  from  the  public 
who,  when  they  present  a  prescription  for 
dispensing,  are  told  that  the  pharmacist  is 
far  too  busy  to  be  bothered  with  such 
trivial  matters  at  this  time:  the  patient 
should  be  given  an  appointment  to  collect 
the  prescription  in  three  days'  time. 

This  information  should  be  imparted 
by  an  officious  and  ill-mannered  assistant, 
who  must  do  her  utmost  to  make  the 
patient  feel  guilty  about  being  ill  in  the 
first  place.  Needless  to  say,  in  three  days' 
time  when  the  patient  returns  for  the 
prescription,  under  no  circumstances 
should  it  be  ready,  as  they  need  another 
mouthful  of  abuse  to  put  them  in  their 
place. 

This  approach  of  inaccessibility  and 
rudeness  would  create  a  mystique  about 
the  pharmacist,  since  if  the  public  is  told 
often  enough  that  pharmacists  are 
overworked  and  too  busy  to  deal  with 
them  (especially  during  an  influenza 
epidemic  when  we  could  have  "Please  do 
not  bother  your  pharmacist"  plastered 
across  TV  screens)  they  will  inevitiably 
assume  that  we  must  be  doing  something 
really  scientific  and  technical  behind  the 
dispensary  hatch. 

I  know  that  these  suggestions  may 
seem  a  little  drastic,  but  they  seem  to  work 
very  well  for  other  professions  held  in 
much  higher  esteem  than  ours. 
B.  Wells 
Withernsea 


Return  to  the  pool 


In  what  was  considered  by  all  to  be  a 
worthy  and  somewhat  heroic  effort  by  Mr 
Dave  Hali  of  Medi-economics  in  the  lions 
den  at  the  RPA  conference,  he  expressed 
the  opinion  that  we  should  aim  at 
acquiring  the  profit  margins  that  the 
negotiators  for  the  doctors  had  obtained, 
rather  than  "knocking"  the  doctors  for 


coming  out  best  in  the  exchange. 

This  raises  fundamental  issues.  If  we 
were  to  obtain  these  profit  margins  the 
costs  would  be  astronomical,  and  are 
therefore  completely  out  of  the  reckoning. 
But  any  increase  in  payments  to 
pharmacists  seem  always  to  be  followed 
by  a  payment  to  the  dispensing  doctor, 
and  every  payment  to  dispensing  comes 
from  the  pharmaceutical  pool  —  which 
means  there  is  less  in  the  pool  to  distribute 
to  pharmacists. 

If  we  look  at  a  different  issue,  and  we 
were  to  suggest  the  converse  of  the  above, 
(ie,  bring  the  profit  margins  down  to  the 
levels  paid  to  pharmacists)  a  far  more 
feasible  study  is  produced.  The  DHSS  will 
save  money,  the  extra  money  saved  could 
be  available  for  redistribution  in  the 
pharmaceutical  pool.  Such  realistic  profit 
margins,  though  perhaps  below  the  aims 
of  the  PSNC,  would  in  fact  be  most 
acceptable  to  rural  pharmacists  if  it  would 
mean  that  the  doctor  would  opt  out  of 
dispensing  and  leave  the  job  for  the 
pharmaceutical  profession  to  carry  out. 

Once  the  gravy  train  has  been  halted, 
other  simpler  channels  of  revenue  may  be 
searched  for. 
John  Davies, 

Secretary,  Rural  Pharmacists  Association 
Wiveliscombe,  Somerset. 


Cut  out  waste 


Once  again  the  soaring  drug  bill  is 
receiving  Treasury  attention:  prescription 
charges  will  inevitably  rise  and  proposals 
for  a  cash  limit  on  GP  spending  are  being 
aired.  Ministerial  axes  are  being  honed 
and  who  can  say  that  those  at  present 
exempted  from  charges  will  always  remain 
so?  Also,  the  "pill"  may  not  always  have 
the  exclusivity  of  exemption  that  it  at 
present  enjoys.  Other  "squeeze"  methods 
are  bound  to  be  considered  and  again  a 
most  vulnerable  target  is  the  pharmacist. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  drug  bill  is  22 
per  cent  higher  than  last  year's 
astronomical  £640m.  At  the  then 
impending  charge  of  £1  per  item  I 
suggested  through  the  courtesy  of  your 
Letters  column  that  increasing  the  charge 
on  prescriptions  with  the  sole  purpose  of 
bringing  in  revenue  does  precisely  the 
opposite.  GPs  inevitably  prescribe  larger 
quantities  with  the  result  that  any  revenue 
received  is  swallowed  up  by  an  escalating 
drug  bill.  Recent  figures  corroborate  this 
view. 

I  submit  that  vast  sums  could  be  saved 
by  a  concentrating  upon  the  elimination 
of  waste,  and  conscientious  prescribing, 
in  that  the  prescriber  is  aware  of  the  cost 
of  his  prescription.  If  a  dramatic 
reduction  in  the  size  of  the  prescription 
bill  was  accepted,  the  ideal  to  which  most 
pharmacists  would  agree  —  the  abolition 
of  prescription  charges  —  is  a  possibility. 

Moreover,  from  those  savings 
pharmacists  may  reasonably  lay  prior 
claim  to  substantial  improvement  in 
remuneration  for  the  services  they 
provide,  rather  than  the  amount  of  stock 


they  issue. 
D.R.  Gough 

Gateacre,  Liverpool 


No  comment 


This  week's  Super  Marketing  contains 
articles  on  pharmacy,  as  follows: — 

1.  "Grocers  move  into  chemists' 
domain". 

2.  "Pharmacists  kept  on  their  toes". 

3.  "Ways  to  overcome  prejudices" 
(Safeways  pharmacy  superintendent). 

4.  "Druggists  rely  more  on  NHS 
business". 

5.  "We  complement ...  we  do  not 
compete"  (multiples  on  "in-store" 
pharmacies). 

6.  "Trouble  in  store?"  (about  Boots). 

7.  News  items  about  Johnsons  soap  Flo- 
thru  which  is  being  marketed  by  Johnsons 
Wax 

8.  Bic  Razors. 

9.  Golden  Babe  "Atrixo"  hand  cream 
offer. 

10.  Sodastream's  new  Mr  Fizzy 
apparatus. 

1 1 .  Free  travel  promotion  from  Dixcel. 

12.  A  full-colour  two-page-spread  from 
Beechams  Medicines  for  the  grocer, 
highlighting  the  new  Beechams  Powders 
mentholated. 

13.  A  brief  article  on  the  legal 
requirements  needed  to  establish  a 
pharmacy. 

The  leader  speaks  of  much  activity  in 
the  supermarketing  world  in  the  direction 
of  establishing  pharmacies  within  stores. 
S.T.  Swaddle 
Whiteley  Bay 


Users'  group 


Following  the  letter  from  one  of  us  (Mr 
M.  Valentine),  a  number  of  pharmacists 
have  expressed  interest  in  the  formation 
of  a  pharmacy  computer  users'  group.  We 
have,  therefore,  arranged  an  inaugural 
meeting  on  Sunday  December  13,  at  the 
Queen's  Medical  Centre,  Nottingham. 

The  meeting  will  include  short  talks  by 
Mr  Stuart  Watson  (Trent  Regional  Health 
Authority),  Mr  J.  Barrie  Thompson 
(Bournemouth)  and  Dr  Adrian  Brodrick 
(Harrogate  General  Hospital).  There  will 
be  a  business  meeting  to  launch  the  group, 
and  a  trade  exhibition  by  several 
companies  who  supply  computer 
equipment  for  pharmacists.  There  will  be 
no  fee  for  the  meeting,  but  a  small  charge 
may  be  payable  for  refreshments. 

If  you  wish  to  attend  the  meeting, 
please  write  to  Mr  J.  V.  Wilson,  District 
Pharmaceutical  Officer,  Queen's  Medical 
Centre,  Nottingham,  before  December  4. 
M.  Valentine,  Rotherham 
J.V.  Wilson,  Nottingham 
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IPM  conference  — 
'we  are  consulted' 

A  survey  carried  out  by  a  Birkenhead 
pharmacist  has  shown  that  61  per  cent  of 
people  seek  advice  from  pharmacists 
about  illness. 

This  figure  is  almost  double  that 
reported  by  "Which?",  the  Consumers 
Association  magazine,  in  1975  and 
contrasts  sharply  with  the  2  per  cent 
reported  in  the  General  Household  Survey 
of  1979.  Of  those  seeking  help  only  5  per 
cent  were  not  satisfied  with  the  advice 
given. 

Mr  Douglas  Bentley,  a  pharmacy 
manager  with  C.  W.  Penny  Ltd,  gave  the 
statistics  in  his  Janssen  award  lecture  on 
"Counter  prescribing  —  its  nature, 
volume,  potential  and  value  to  the 
community",  presented  to  the  Institute  of 
Pharmacy  Management  International 
conference  this  week.  Questions  were  put 
to  about  200  members  of  the  public  in  the 
street,  picked  at  random  in  three  different 
towns. 


More  than  half  those  seeking  advice 
preferred  to  go  to  a  small  pharmacy,  some 
believing  it  was  easier  to  see  and  get  to 
know  the  pharmacist;  15  per  cent 
preferred  larger  multiples;  one  person 
who  travelled  frequently  always  used  the 
nearest  branch  of  the  same  company 
because  the  service  was  consistently  good. 
The  remaining  25  per  cent  thought  there 
was  no  difference  in  the  quality  of  advice 
given  in  different  pharmacies  and  they 
made  use  of  the  most  convenient  one.  39 
per  cent  were  not  aware  that  it  was  legally 
necessary  for  a  pharmacist  to  be  on  the 
premises  and  to  display  a  certificate  when 
the  pharmacy  was  open.  ■ 

Unichem  for  Cyprus 

Unichem's  next  pharmaceutical 
convention  will  be  held  in  Cyprus, 
commencing  October  16,  1982.  The  week- 
long  event  is  open  to  all  pharmacists  and 
"combines  business  with  pleasure". 
Accommodation  for  singles,  doubles  or 
families  will  be  at  either  the  five-star 
Apollonia  Beach  Hotel  or  neighbouring 
Pegasus  apartments  —  both  overlooking 
the  sea  and  three  miles  from  the  centre  of 
Limassol. 

Arrangements  are  being  handled  by 
Soler  Touriste  —  Unichem's  own  travel 
agency  —  and  a  special  conference 
brochure  and  booking  form  will  be  sent 
out  after  Christmas.  ■ 


Recession  increases 
tension  headaches 

The  economic  climate  has  led  to  a  40  per 
cent  increase  in  the  occurence  of  tension 
headache  with  stress  and  strain  a  more 
important  factor  now  than  when  the 
Markon  survey  was  conducted  four  years 
ago. 

The  survey  found  that  about  two- 
thirds  of  tension  headache  sufferers  have 
at  least  one  headache  a  week  generally 
starting  in  the  morning  and  lasting  about 
four  hours. 

The  most  vulnerable  group  in  society 
was  found  to  be  the  skilled  manual 
workers  whose  greatest  worry  was 
bringing  up  their  children  but  there  was 
also  a  strong  showing  in  the  16-30  age 
group  worrying  about  employment 
prospects. 

Three  women  suffer  from  tension 
headache  to  every  one  man  and  although 
OTC  products  are  still  being  brought  at 
the  same  level  the  report  found  that  they 
were  generally  considered  ineffective.  The 
use  of  tranquillizers  for  tension  headache 
had  decreased  by  50  per  cent  and  sufferers, 
it  was  found,  were  reluctant  to  visit  the 
doctor  as  they  did  not  consider  their 
symptoms  important  enough.  Markon, 
Old  Kiln  House,  Silchester  Road,  Tadley, 
Basingstoke,  Hants  RG26  6PX.  ■ 


Sluggish 
Sales? 


TRY  THIS  PRESCRIPTION 
FOR  SUCCESS 

We've  just  the  tonic  you  need  in  these  difficult 
times.  As  one  of  Britain's  leading  shop  interior 
specialists,  we  can  help  you  to  healthier  sales  with 
highly  individual  schemes  using  the  most  advanced 
modular  systems  on  the  market. 

Everything's  tailored  for  you  exclusively.  And  our 
recommendations  cover  colour,  merchandising,  layout 
and,  if  you  wish,  full  shopfitting  services  including 
shopfronts,  ceilings  and  floors.  We  can  even  help  you 
with  self-financing  modernisation. 

We've  the  facts  and  figures  to  prove  turnover 
takes  a  turn  for  the  better  when  you  install 
Magnum  Opus. 

So  take  advantage  of  our  expertise.  The  change 
will  do  you  good. 

Send  me  the  facts  on  Magnum  Opus  Ltd  , 

|  Magnum  Opus  Display  Units,  ^^^ti^^f^^ 

□ Name    Magnum  Opus  (Ireland)  Ltd.  80  Broadtord  EU 

Address  Drive.  Ballinteer.  Dublin  1 6.  Tel-.  942456  HS 

■  Magnum 

\ -„,o  Shopfittings 

■■■■BHIA  World  of  Difference 


BtTIM 

is  timolol 

the  [3-blocker  with 
extra  cardioprotection 
indicated  in  angina 
and  hypertension 

®Betim  is  a  trade  mark  for  timolol  maleate 

Full  prescribing  information  available  on  request 
1   Edwin  Burgess  Limited 

ff\ Longwick  Road  Princes  Risborough 
\ls  Aylesbury  Bucks  HP  1 7  9RR 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


Pears  found  guilty  over 
Astral  jar  design 


A  &  F  Pears  Ltd  have  been  found  guilty 
by  a  jury  of  misleading  their  customers  by 
selling  Astral  moisturising  cream  in  jars 
which  have  double  skins. 

At  Croydon  Crown  Court  the 
company  was  this  week  accused  under  the 
Trade  Description  Act  of  applying  a  false 
description  by  means  of  the  design  of  the 
blue  plastic  jars.  Judge  David  Thomas 
said  it  was  now  up  to  the  producers, 
manufacturers  and  suppliers  in  the  trade 
to  put  matters  right,  and  he  adjourned  the 
hearing  to  October  30,  to  enable  Pears  to 
state  what  they  intend  doing  to  comply 
with  the  law. 

Mr  John  Passmore,  weights  and 
measures  officer  for  Lambeth  Council  at 
the  time,  said  he  bought  a  54g  jar  of 
Astral  cream.  He  cut  it  open  and  found 
the  jar  had  a  double  skin  and  a  false 
bottom,  making  the  jar  30  per  cent  bigger 
than  the  volume  of  cream  it  held.  Mr 
Passmore  said  he  later  bought  a  440g  size 
and  this  had  a  single  skin. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr  John  Marriage, 
QC  for  Pears,  Mr  Passmore  agreed  that 
the  weight  of  the  cream  was  stated  on  the 
side  of  the  jar;  he  had  never  had  any 
complaints  from  the  public  concerning  the 
jar.  Mr  Marriage  showed  him  several 
items,  including  a  box  of  chocolates,  corn 
flakes,  salmon  spread,  pet  food  and  dolly 
mixtures,  none  of  which  completely  filled 
their  containers,  and  Mr  Passmore  said  he 
had  never  received  any  complaints  about 
these  either. 

Counsel  also  produced  22  cosmetics 
containers,  16  of  which  were  double- 
skinned  and  the  remainder  in  very  thick 
glass.  Mr  Passmore  again  admitted  not 
ever  having  received  any  complaints  about 
them. 

Sangers  Wood 
Green  depot 
takes  in  SAL 

Sangers  largest  depot  which  was  opened 
just  a  year  ago  at  Wood  Green  in  North 
London,  is  to  be  taken  over  by  their 
Agencies  activities. 

Sangers  Agencies  are  taking  over 
30,000  sq  ft  of  warehouse  space  and  larger 
accommodation  at  the  distribution 
complex  to  cope  with  further  expansion. 
At  the  same  time,  the  pharmaceutical 
division  will  reorganise  its  operations 
there  by  servicing  customers  on  the  edges 
of  territories,  currently  covered  by  Wood 
Green,  from  branches  at  Bedford, 


Mr  Raymond  Cox,  secretary  of  Pears 
(part  of  the  Unilever  group)  said  the 
company  began  selling  Astral  in  1949  and 
began  using  the  double-thickness  jars  in 
1973.  They  had  been  bought  "off-the- 
shelf"  from  a  manufacturer. 

The  double-skin  jars  had  an  interior 
tapered  shape,  to  correspond  with  the 
traditional  jar  shape  used  previously,  and 
to  make  it  easy  for  the  customer  to  extract 
all  of  the  cream.  The  purpose  of  the  outer 
skin  was  to  make  the  jars  easier  for 
stacking,  and  to  allow  more  space  on  the 
sides  for  all  the  necessary  words,  such  as 
the  name  of  the  product  and  the  weight. 

After  the  guilty  verdict  by  the  jury 
(which  included  four  women)  the  judge 
said:  "All  those  concerned  in  packaging, 
particularly  of  moisturising  creams,  which 
are  marketed  by  a  large  number  of  firms, 
should  so  arrange  their  affairs  that  they 
do  not  infringe  the  Act. 

"I  do  not  regard  this  company's 
conduct  as  being  in  any  degree  criminal, 
but  it  is  important  that  the  Act  is 
observed".  The  judge  said  he  would 
adjourn  the  case  as  he  wanted  to  know 
from  Pears  what  they  were  going  to  do  to 
remedy  the  false  and  misleading 
description  conveyed  by  the  jar.  Mr 
Marriage  replied  that,  at  this  stage,  he  did 
not  know  what  proposals  would  be  put 
forward. 

Judge  Thomas  said  the  prosecution 
would  mean  that  producers, 
manufacturers  and  suppliers  would  now 
have  to  take  steps  to  put  things  right.  He 
did  not  think  there  would  be  much  point 
in  other  local  authorities  proceeding  with 
any  prosecutions  they  might  have  until  the 
company's  intentions  were  heard  on 
Friday.  ■ 


Reading  and  Mitcham. 

Sangers  say  the  new  arrangement, 
which  is  effective  from  November  2,  will 
enable  the  branch  to  "improve  its 
comprehensive  service  to  North  London 
customers". 

The  Agencies  move  will  be  effective 
from  the  New  Year.  They  are  currently 
operating  from  15,000  sq  ft  equally 
divided  between  Wood  Green  and 
Warrington.  This  move  doubles 
warehouse  space  and  brings  offices  and 
warehouse  on  one  site. 

Sangers  say  Warrington  is  to  continue 
as  one  of  their  most  important 
pharmaceutical  distribution  centres.  ■ 


Gibbs  confirm 
exit  from 
sunglass  market 

Elida  Gibbs  are  pulling  out  of  the  sunglass 
business  because  of  the  "relentless 
decline"  in  the  market.  Goggles  are 
currently  claimed  to  be  the  third  best 
selling  sunglasses  in  the  UK  with  some  10 
per  cent  brand  share,  but  the  company 
says  poor  Summers  over  the  past  five 
years  coupled  with  the  recession  has 
reluctantly  prompted  this  action. 

Remaining  stocks  have  been  disposed 
of  to  an  as  yet  undisclosed  third  party, 
who  Gibbs  state  "has  expressed  an 
interest  in  export  opportunities".  There 
would,  of  course,  be  concern  throughout 
the  trade  if  the  products  found  their  way 
onto  the  UK  market  at  prices  below  the 
norm. 

No  outstanding  orders  are  said  to 
exist,  but  any  customer  returns  or 
complaints  should  be  referred  to  Gibbs  — 
until  December  31  —  for  passing  on  to  the 
buyer  of  the  stocks. 

Goggles  were  launched  in  1977  and 
soon  established  themselves  as  a  major 
force.  By  1980  they  were  claiming  an  11 
per  cent  brand  share  and  spending  some 
£209,000  on  advertising  against  Polaroid's 
£189,1 19  and  Foster  Grant's  £179,710. 
Brand  awareness  was  therefore  kept  to  the 


forefront  and  in  marketing  terms  Goggles 
were  thought  to  be  a  "highly  successful" 
operation.  Despite  this  Gibbs  now 
consider  the  market  potential  "not  to  be 
as  great  as  we  would  wish  to  consider 
further  years  investment". 

Goggles  were  not  alone  in  feeling  the 
pinch  of  the  economy  and  the  weather, 
and  Polaroid  are  now  concentrating  on 
the  lower  end  of  the  market,  while  Foster 
Grant  —  estimating  the  market  to  be  18  to 
20  per  cent  down  on  last  year  —  have  cut 
back  on  both  models  and  prices. 

Foster  Grant  expressed  no  surprise  at 
the  withdrawal  of  Goggles,  firmly 
believing  that  it  would  be  unrealistic  to 
expect  the  market  in  its  current  state  to 
support  three  major  brands  in  similar 
price  brackets. 

Disagreeing  with  Gibbs,  they  put 
Goggles  current  market  share  at  only  2  to 
3  per  cent  and  do  not  therefore  expect  to 
benefit  from  the  action  to  any  great 
extent.  Moreover,  Foster  Grant  say 
Goggles  were  not  operating  heavily  in 
their  primary  market  —  independents  — 
and  much  of  the  share  they  might  have 
expected  to  take  from  Gibbs  has  already 
come  their  way.  ■ 
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A  ten  year  business  partnership  has  been 
marked  with  a  double  presentation  in 
Switzerland.  Mr  Bernard  Sparling  (left), 
general  manager  of  Pharmagen  Ltd,  is 
seen  presenting  a  Caithness  cut-glass 
rose  bowl  to  Mr  Guido  Willi,  vice-director 
of  Pharmaton  of  Lugao.  Mr  Willi,  who 
spoke  of  "a  successful  and  enduring 
relationship  with  our  British  partners" 
presented  a  framed  historic  print  of 
Lugano  to  Mr  Sparling 


Rights  on  services 


Consumers'  existing  rights  when  they  pay 
for  a  service  —  from  electrical  repairs  to 
D&P  —  should  be  set  out  in  a  new  Act,  in 
the  same  way  the  Sale  of  Goods  Act 
protects  those  buying  goods,  says  the 
latest  report  from  the  National  Consumer 
Council. 

NCC  stress  that  they  are  asking  for  a 
slight  change  in  the  law  only,  the  primary 
rationale  being  to  set  out  clearly  and 
simply  existing  rights  which  have  grown 
up  piecemeal  over  the  past  hundreds  of 
years.  "Service  Please  —  Services  and  the 
law:  a  consumer  view"  (£2. 00)  NCC,  18 
Queen  Anne's  Gate,  London 
SW1H  9 A  A.  ■ 


Briefly 


■  Cliro  Perfumeries  have  taken  over  the 
toiletry  and  make-up  bag  concern, 
Grosvenor  of  London. 

■  Roussel  Laboratories  is  starting  work 
for  completion  by  June  next  year  on  a  unit 
for  chemical  pharmacology  and  organic 
chemistry  work  at  Covingham,  Swindon. 

■The  Marketing  Business  is  a  new 

marketing  consultancy  set  up  by  Peter 
Murphy,  who  has  spent  the  past  10  years 
with  Revlon,  Max  Factor  and  Plough 
(UK).  The  company  may  be  contacted  at: 
37  Green  lane,  Addlestone,  Surrey 
KT15  2TZ.  Tel:  Weybridge  42978. 

■  Optrex  Ltd  are  moving  to:  Optrex 
House,  Jays  Close,  Basingstoke,  Hants 
RG22  4LT  effective  from  November  9. 
Telephone  number  remains  unchanged. 
The  move  is  the  initial  phase  in  a  £2m 
development  which  will  eventually  see  the 
transfer  of  their  manufacturing  facilities 
to  this  site  (C&D,  March  14,  p513). 


Bargains  ignored 


London,  October  27:  Spot  offers  of  crude 
drugs  and  essential  oils  at  prices  which 
appear  to  be  bargains  when  compared  to 
the  replacement  values  at  origin  have 
made  little  impact  on  buyers.  Ceylon 
citronella  oil  which  in  July  reached  £3.50 
kg  on  the  spot  and  which  gradually  fell  to 
£2.65  by  earlier  this  month,  turned  firmer 
during  the  past  week.  Chinese  anise  at  £15 
kg  on  the  spot  is  now  at  its  peak  price  for 
the  year  so  far.  Elsewhere  cananga  fell  by 
80p  kg  and  arvensis  peppermint  prices 
were  somewhat  erratic. 

Liquorice  root  fell  sharply  for  the 
second  successive  week  and  spot  offers  for 
the  root  became  available.  Dearer  among 
crude  drugs  were  Cape  aloes,  cascara, 
benzoin,  ipecacuanha  and  sarsaparilla. 
China  star  anise  quotations  were  resumed 
after  several  weeks'  absence.  Pepper  was 
easier  while  ginger  and  nutmeg  were 
dearer.  ■ 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Adrenaline:  (per  g)  1  kg  lots  base  £0.35;  acid  tartrate  £0.30. 

Aloin:  micro-crystalline  £31  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 

Caffeine:  BP  anhydrous  £5.26  kg  for  250-kg  minimum. 

Chloral  hydrate:  50-kg  lots  £2.55  kg. 

Magnesium  trisilicate:  Light  £0.74  kg;  heavy  £0.72  kg  in 

minimum  900-kg  and  1 ,200-kg  lots  respectively. 

Oxalic  acid:  Recrystallised  £1 .59  kg  for  50-kg  lots. 

Physostigmine:  Salicylate  £2.67  per  g;  sulphate  £3.62  in  100-g 

lots. 

Potassium  diphosphate:  in  50-kg  lots,  granular  £2,340  metric 
ton;  powder  £2,950  ex  works. 

Potassium  hydroxide:  Pellets  BP  1963  in  50-kg  lots  £2,183.50 

metric  ton;  technical  flakes  £766  ex  works. 

Potassium  nitrate:  Recrystallised  £1 .56  for  50-kg  drums. 

Potassium  phosphate:  monobasic  BPC  1949.  £1.61  kg  in  50-kg 

lots. 

Sodium  acid  phosphate:  BP  crystals  £1 .36-£ 1. 49  kg  as  to 

source  for  50-kg  lots. 

Sodium  benzoate:  £0.70  kg  in  500-kg  lots. 

Sodium  bicarbonate:  BP  from  £1 56.40  metric  ton  as  to  grade  in 

minimum  10-ton  lots  delivered  UK.  (From  October  1 ). 

Sodium  chloride:  Vacuum  dried  in  10-ton  lots  delivered 

London  4-ply  bags  £47.56  metric  ton. 

Sodium  citrate:  Granular  £891  metric  ton;  powder  £911.  Five- 
ton  contracts  £886  for  granular  —  all  in  lined  bags. 
Sodium  fluoride:  in  50-kg  lots  £2.43  kg  ex  works. 
Sodium  gluconate:  Technical  £756  metric  ton. 
Sodium  nitrate:  Recrystallised  £1 .24  kg  for  50-kg  lots. 
Sodium  nitrite:  BPC  1973  £1.29-£1.32  kg  as  to  maker  for  50-kg 
lots  ex  works. 

Sodium  perborate:  (per  1 ,000  kg)  monohydrate  £723; 
tetrahydrate  £430. 

Sorbitol:  Powder  £790  metric  ton;  syrup  £395-£410  as  to  grade. 
Talc:  BPC  sterilised  £701  metric  ton  in  50-kg;  £434  for 
1,000-kg  lots. 

Theophylline:  Anhydrous  and  hydrous  £5.63  kg  in  100-kg  lots 

—  ethylene  diamine  £6.08  kg. 

Zinc  acetate:  Pure£l  .43  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 

Crude  drugs 

Aloes:  Cape  £1,480  metric  ton  spot;  £1,470,  cif.  Curacao 
£2,750,  cif. 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  Unchanged  at  £12.35  on  the  spot, 

shipment  £12.30  cif.  Copaiba:  £5.45  spot;  £5.35,  cif.  Peru: 

£10.80  spot;  £10.85  cif.  Tolu:  Spot  £5.30. 

Camphor:  Natural  powder  £10.25  kg  spot;  £9.25,  cif.  Synthetic 

96%£1.30spot;£1.23,cif. 

Cascara:  £  1 ,455  metric  ton  spot;  £  1 ,440,  cif. 

Ginger:  Cochin  £650  metric  ton  spot;  £600,  cif.  Other  sources 

not  quoted. 

Ipecacuanha:  Matto  Grosso  no  offers;  Costa  Rican  no  spot; 
£38.50  kg,  cif. 

Jalap:  Brazilian  £2.15  kg,  cif. 

Kola  nuts:  £400  metric  ton  spot;  £300,  cif. 

Liquorice:  Root,  £560  metric  ton  spot;  £580  metric  ton,  cif. 

Block  juice  £  1 ,400  metric  ton  spot. 

Lobelia:  European,  no  spot,  £1 .48  kg,  cif. 

Menthol:  (kg)  Brazilian  £6. 10  spot,  £6.45,  cif.  Chinese  £6  spot; 

£5.90,  cif. 

Nutmeg:  (per  metric  ton  fob)  Grenada  80s  $2,850  sound 
unsorted  $2,250,  defectives  $1 ,350. 

Pepper:  (metric  ton)  Sarawak  black  £900  spot,  $1 ,450,  cif; 
white  £1 ,300  spot;  $2,050,  cif. 

Sarsaparilla:  Jamaican  no  spot;  £3,050  metric  ton,  cif. 
Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif).  Anise:  China  star  £1,600.  Celery: 
Indian  £500.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £350.  Cumin:  Indian 
£685.  Fennel:  Chinese  £475.  Fenugreek:  Moroccan 
unavailable;  Indian  £350. 


Essential  oils 

Anise:  (kg)  Spot  £15;  £14,  cif. 

Camphor:  White  £1 . 1 5  kg  spot;  £1 .02,  cif. 

Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.92  kg;  £1.85,  cif. 

Citronella:  Ceylon  £2.75  kg  spot;  £2.25,  cif.  Chinese  £3.80 

spot;  £3.72,  cif. 

Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis  —  Brazilian  £6.30  spot;  £6.40,  cif. 
Chinese  £3.85  spot;  £3.65,  cif.  American  piperata£  13.50. 
Sandalwood:  Mysore  £56  kg  spot.  East  Indian  £54  spot. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not  include  value 
added  tax.  They  represent  the  last  quoted  or  accepted  prices  as 
we  go  to  press. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Far  Eastern  NPA 


The  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
are  offering  their  members  a  12-day  tour 
of  Japan  and  Hong  Kong. 

It  begins  on  May  17,  1982,  with  a 
flight  from  London  to  Tokyo  where  four 
days  are  spent.  Other  venues  in  Japan 
include  Hakone,  and  Kyoto  and  the  tour 
takes  in  Kamakura,  Mount  Fuji  and  a 
cruise  across  Lake  Ashi.  There  is  a  flight 
to  Hong  Kong  on  May  25  returning  to 
London  on  May  29.  The  cost  is  £959  and 
this  includes  all  flights,  hotels,  breakfasts, 
several  dinners  and  all  arranged  tours. 

Participants  may  want  to  extend  their 
stay  to  coincide  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Australia's  sixth  annual 
refresher  course  which  is  being  held  June 
1-5  in  southern  Japan.  The  cost  of  this  is 
not  included.  Further  information  from 
Perrins  Marketing  Services,  NPA  Tours, 
Moreton-in-Marsh,  Glos  GL56  0HE. 
Telephone  0608  50116.  ■ 

Monday,  November  2 

East  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Churchill 
room,  Wanstead  Library,  Spratt  Hall  Road,  Wanstead,  at 
8pm.  Professor  J.  Melling  on  "Microbial  Toxins  associated 
with  food  poisoning." 

Tuesday,  November  3 

Harrow  and  Hillingdon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Northwick  Park  Hospital  clinical  lecture  theatre,  at  7.30pm. 
Dr  M.  Aslam  on  "The  role  of  the  Hakim." 
Ayrshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Visit  to  Beechams 
factory,  departing  7pm. 

Stirling  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Station  Hotel, 
Stirling,  at  8pm.  Mr  David  Parke  on  dyspepsia. 

Wednesday,  November  4 

Sheffield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Jessop  Hospital 
lecture  theatre,  at  8pm.  Mr  D.  Hubbard  on  "Computers  in  the 
High  Street.  Prosper  and  Pride." 

Thursday,  November  5 

Huddersfield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Visit  to  Halifax 
Building  Society  Head  Office,  departing  6.50pm. 
Hounslow  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  West  Middlesex 
Hospital  lecture  theatre,  Twickenham,  at  7.45pm.  Dr  A.  Clark 
on  "New  insulins  —  new  hope  for  the  diabetic." 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  Royal  Society  of  Arts,  6  John 
Adam  Street,  London  WC2,  at  6.30pm.  K.  Couplandon 
"Recent  advances  in  surfactant  technology." 
Brighton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Postgraduate 
medical  centre,  Brighton  General  Hospital,  at  7.30pm.  Dr  C. 
Mariott  on  "Mucous,  cough  and  contraception". 

Advance  Information 

L'Oreal  hair  care  evenings  for  chemist  and  departmental  store 
assistants,  Southampton,  November  2,  Colchester  November  3 
and  London  November  4.  Further  details  available  from 
L'Oreals  London  office  (01-629  8240). 
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CLASSIFIED 


Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge, 
Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732) 
364422.  Telex  95132. 
Ring  Paul  Lester  for  further 
information  on  extension  264. 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear 
under  apropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 


Display  /  Semi  Display  £9.00 
per  single  column  centimetre, 
min  25mm.  Column  width 
42mm. 

Whole  Page  £750.00 
(265mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £400.00 
(135mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £215.00 
(135mm  x  88mm) 


Lineage  minimum  charge 
£24.00  for  30  words,  90p  per 
word  extra. 

Box  Numbers  £2.00  extra 
Series  Discounts 

5°7o  on  3  insertions  or  over. 
10%  on  7  insertions  or  over. 
15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 


Business  for  sale 


Stock  for  sale 


XI  —  CHESHIRE  /  LAN- 
CASHIRE BORDER  —  This  High 
Street  pharmacy  offers  considerable 
scope  for  improvement  by  an 
energetic  owner.  Scripts  average 
1,500  per  month,  turnover  £92,000 
per  annum.  Freehold  property  for 
sale  at  £23,000.  Goodwill,  fixtures 
and  fittings  £8,000.  Stock  at 
valuation,  £12,500. 

X2  —  BIRKENHEAD  —  This  old 
established  pharmacy  turnover  is 
currently  running  at  £120,000  plus 
per  annum,  based  on  2,100  scripts 
per  month.  Property  available  for 
sale  at  £12,000  or  lease  at  £40  per 
week.  Goodwill,  fixtures  and  fittings 
£20,000  plus  stock  at  valuation. 

X3  —  LANARKSHIRE  —  Retire- 
ment vacancy  lock-up  Corporation 
property  on  rent  £1,700  per  annum, 
unopposed  business  established  26 
years  with  turnover  to  May  31st  1981 
just  under  £100,000  on  an  average 
2,000  scripts  per  month.  Goodwill, 
fixtures  and  fittings  £10,000  plus 
stock  at  valuation. 

X4  —  SUFFOLK  —  This  delightful 
village  pharmacy  close  to  the 
Norfolk  border  offers  charming 
living  accommodation  in  18th 
century  property.  Current  turnover 
£125,000  per  annum.  Scripts  average 
2,250  per  month.  Freehold  property 
for  sale  at  £45,000  +  stock  at 
valuation.  Offers  for  goodwill, 
Fixtures  and  fittings  around  £30,000. 


X5  —  LINCOLNSHIRE  —  Good  liv- 
ing accommodation  is  contained  in 
these  shop  premises  in  the  centre  of  a 
busy  holiday  resort  on  the  Lincoln- 
shire coast.  Turnover  is  running  at 
around  £100,000  p. a.  with  excellent 
profits.  Scripts  average  1,550  per 
month,  freehold  property  £23,000, 
goodwill,  fixtures  and  fittings  £15,000 
plus  stock  at  valuation. 

X6  —  SOUTH  WEST  LANCA- 
SHIRE —  Large  excellently  modern- 
ised and  fitted-out  property  close  to 
town  centre.  Turnover  to  April  30th, 
1981 ,  £1 16,000.  Scripts  average  2,000 
per  month.  Good  future  potential. 
Freehold  and  fittings  £12,000.  S.A.  V. 
aprox.  £20,000. 

X7  —  DERBYSHIRE  —  High  Peak. 
This  nine-year-old  large  lock  up  unit 
on  rent  at  £950  per  annum  was  pur- 
pose built  to  serve  a  council  estate  of 
5,000  people.  Turnover  in  1980  was 
£84,500  on  scripts  averaging  1 ,650  per 
month.  Scope  for  diversification  of 
counter  trade.  Fixtures  and  fittings 
£4,000,  offers  invited  for  goodwill, 
plus  stock  at  valuation. 

X8  —  NORTH  EAST  COAST  — 
This  privately  owned  pharmacy  on  a 
council  estate  is  highly  profitable  and 
requires  little  capital  outlay.  The  resi- 
dential accommodation  is  to  be  re- 
tained by  the  owner.  Business  prem- 
ises and  fixtures  on  lease  at  £950  per 
annum  plus  stock  at  valuation  approx 
£8,000.  Turnover  to  31st  March  1981 
£68,000.  High  value  scripts  average 
1,100  per  month. 


?4  ISrnest  J/George 

±rn.  &  CO 

f£    GARDALE  HOUSE.  122  GATLEY  ROAD,  GATLEY,  CHEADLE. 
^  CHESHIRE  SK8  4AT  Tel:  061  428  6718/9 


CROYDON,  SURREY 

Modern  drug  store,  with  good  pharmacy 
potential  in  town  centre  precinct  taking 
£49,000  p. a.  Rent  £3,000  p. a.  Goodwill, 
fixtures  and  fittings  £8,750.  Stock  at  value. 

Please  ring:  01-688  9033 


Small  Pharmaceutical 

Company  in  West 
Yorkshire  area  for  sale. 

as  a  going  concern,  due  to  the 
death  of  the  Managing 
Director.  Turnover  in  the 
region  of  £250,000  p.a. 
BOX  CfeO  2803 


Miscellaneous 
for  sale 


SEE  AD  VERT  IN  24/10/81 

Please  write  or  telephone 
for  an  up  to  date  price  list. 

WE  ARE  OPEN.... 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday, 
9am  to  9pm. 
Tuesday  and  Thursday, 

9am  to  6pm. 
Saturday  and  Sunday, 
10am  to  3pm. 

WEST  LONDON  C/C 
397  ACTON  LANE, 
ACTON  W3 

(off  Acton  High  Street, 
beside  Town  Hall) 
or  phone  01-993  6409/6400. 
Telex:  888941  LCC1G  (West  Cash) 


Business  for  sale  ■  Agents  wanted 


"FASHION  JEWELLERY" 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd., 
34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4 1 EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive  range 
of  direct  and  imported  continental 
jewellery.  <JCF) 


SCOTLAND 

North  East  Coast 

Old  established  pharmacy, 
newsagents  and  general 
merchants  business. 
Substantial  property.  Turnover 
£66,000.  Owner  retiring.  Price 
for  property  and  fittings 
£30,000  plus  stock  and 
equipment  at  valuation. 

GRIGOR&  YOUNG 

Solicitors  and  Estate  Agents 
10  East  Church  Street,  Buckie, 
Banffshire. 
Tel:  Buckie  31137 


COUNTRY  HOP 
PILLOWS 

for  natural  sleep,  now  at 
Harrods,  Selfridges  and 
leading  southern  chemists  / 
health  stores.  Agencies 
available  in  the  Midlands, 
Wales,  Northern  England 
and  Ireland. 

Call  Mr  Harding  on  0284 

2275  or  write  to: 
Harbro  Soundsleep  Ltd, 
The  Maltings, 
Horsecroft  Road, 
Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
Suffolk 
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Stock  for  sale 


SIMARA 

(SUSSEX  SAVERS) 

The  Mail  Order 

Wholesalers 

Stockists  of  most  major 
brand  names  of: 

PERFUMES 
COSMETICS 
MAKE-UP 

Send  for  Price  List  now 

All  the  Hi-Karate  Christmas 
Gift  Sets  now  in  stock 

Many  Autumn  Special 
offers,  never  to  be  repeated 

Suppliers  to  all  the 
Trade 

(We  deliver  nationally  with  our  own 
transport  monthly  in  your  area). 

SIMARA 
(SUSSEX  SAVERS) 

Jefferson  Lodge,  Arundel  Road, 
Worthing,  Sussex. 

Callers  by  appointment  only  or 
telephone:  (09066)  4419 


NUMBER  ONE 

MIDLAND  CASH  AND  CARRY 

at  Unit  6,  Dunton  Trading  Estate,  Mount  Street.  Nechells,  Birmingham 

021-328  6377 

Situated  Approximately  1  mile  from 
junction  6  (Spaghetti  Junction) 
off  M6  /  Aston  Expressway. 

WE  ARE  OPEN: 

Monday  -  Thursday  9am-6pm 
Friday  9am-5pm;  Sunday  10am-2pm 

England's  largest  stockist  of  branded  perfumes  at  discount  prices  - 
e.g.  Dior,  Aramis,  Rochas,  Revlon,  and  most  leading  makes. 
All  the  Hi-Karate  Christmas  Gift  Sets  now  in  stock 

Don't  forget  our  Manchester 
branch  if  its  more  convenient  for 
you,  at  Unit  2,  Redbank  House, 
43  Redbank,  Cheetham, 
Manchester  8.  Tel:  061-832  6895 


A  VISIT  IS  MORE  THAN  WORTHWHILE  -  WE  LEAD,  OTHERS  FOLLOW 


EXPORT/IMPORT 

British  and  Continental  Pharmaceutical  and  Veterinary 
medicines.  Available  for  AFRICA,  MIDDLE  EAST  and 
developing  countries. 

IF  YOU  ARE  BUYING  OR  SELLING  we  would  like  to  make 
contact  with  you. 

Telex  us  on:  8813246  WEMSEC'G 
Attn:  Mr  BRIAN 


ATTENTION! 

Bee  Gee  Cosmetics 

The  country's  leading 
suppliers  of:—  Perfumes, 
Cosmetics,  Toiletries, 
Sundries  etc. 
Announce  the  opening  of 
their  NEW  WAREHOUSE 
Unit  6 

Westline  Industrial  Estate 
off  Station  Lane,  Birtley,  Co. 
Durham. 

also  at:-  37  Mushroom  Street, 
Leeds  9. 
Tel:  Leeds  446970 
TRADE  ONLY 


Perfumes  Cosmetics  &  Sundries 
Xmas  Stock  at  discount  prices 
famous  named  brands  in  stock 
wide  selections. 

Pasco's  Cosmetics  Sales,  425C 
Harrow  Road  (Paddington)  W10. 
Tel:  01-960  0319.  Ample  Parking. 


Gerald  Fraser 

WHOLESALE  COSMETICS 

IF  YOU  WANT  FRENCH  PERFUME 
IF  YOU  WANT  ENGLISH  PERFUME 
IF  YOU  WANT  DISCOUNT  PRICES 
IF  YOU  WANT  DISCOUNT  COSMETICS 

Give  us  a  call  at: 
402  Cheetham  Hill  Road,  Manchester 
061-740  9811 

Open  9-5  weekdays;  9.30-2  Sundays 


Perfumes  and  Cosmetics 

Wide  range  of  branded  and  non- 
branded  cosmetics  and 
perfumes.  Also  exclusive  French 
perfumes.  Wholesale  only 
SHURE  ENTERPRISES 
227  Shoreditoh  High  Street,  El  6PJ 
Tel:  01-247  3122 


COPPER  BANGLES 

Why  not  try  a 
BANGLE  DISPLAY  UNIT 

40  assorted  solid  copper  bangles  in  an  attractive  point  of  sale 
basket  display  —  £27  plus  VAT. 
COPPERCRAFT  OF  MALTON,  North  Yorkshire. 
Tel:  09442  638 


FOR  SALE 

Ex-stock  UK  Warehouse  NOW! 
2000x500  Tabs  Septrin. 
Manufactured  in  this  country  by  Welcome  Foundation 
Product  Licence  on  every  pack.  Packing  in  strip  form. 
Payment  terms:  Strictly  cash  on  delivery. 
Order  now  whilst  stocks  last! 
Maltown  Limited,  PO  Box  53,  Harrogate  HG2  0NH. 
Tel:  0423  62593.  Telex:  57439/557046 
MATOWN  G 


'AFRO'  PRODUCTS 

Probably  the  largest  range  of  English,  American  and  Caribbean  Afro'  products  in  the 
country.  We  offer  a  unique  service  to  the  retailer;  a  fast  delivery  service  in  all  popular 
brands  of  hair  and  skin  cosmetics. 

T.C.B.  Johnson's,  Palmer's,  Dax,  Dark  and  lovely,  etc.,  etc. 

Please  phone  Cliff  Trowse: 

ZEBBRA  WHOLESALERS, 
127  Stoke  Newington  High  St., 
London  N16. 

Phone  01  -249  31 61 ,  01  -254  8784 
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Shopfittings 


Trade  services 


UXLlNE 


SHOPFITTINGS  AND  COMPLETE  INSTALLATIONS 


DESIGNED  WITH  THE  MODERN 
PHARMACY  IN  MIND 

★  Free  Planning  Service 

★  Credit  Terms 

★  Shop  Fronts  and  Interiors 

CAMBRAVALE  LIMITED 

8  Commerce  Way,  Leighton  Buzzard,  Bedfordshire 

Telephone  (0525)  381356  T(=w 


"Everything  you  need 
to  know  about 
Pharmaceutical  Shopfitting" 


Write  or  telephone  for  your 
FREE  Pharmacy  Information 
Pack,  sent  by  return  of  post. 

Tower  Works,  Lower  Rd., 
Gravesend,  Kent,  DA11  9BE 
Telephone  (0474)  60671 

Group 


The  A  p-g 


SHOWRAX 


SLASH  SHOP 
EQUIPMENT  COSTS 

Competitive  prices  on  shelving,  wall 
fixed  or  freestanding.  SPUR 
READICLIP,  ARNEG.  Plus 
Gondolas.  Baskets,  Dumpers,  Price 
Guns.  Proven^Products.  Prompt 
service.  HP  /  Leasing  available.  Free 
Estimating. 

Home  Counties  Shop  Equipment 
Spur  House, 

Otterspool  Way,  Watford-By-Pass, 
Watford,  Hertfordshire. 
Telephone:  (0923)  34528 


DETROIT 
DISPLAY 
SHELVING 

HIGH 
QUALITY 
SHELVING 
UNITS 
approved  by 


(TCW) 


Magnum 

Shopfittings 


A  New  Generation  of  Pharmaceutical  Shop- 
fitting  Equipment-flexible,  easy  to  install, 
superb  colour  combinations  and  com- 
petitivelyj  priced.  Write  or  phone:  Magnum 
Opus  Ltd;  The  Mailings,  Southmmster, 
Essex.  Tel:  (0621)  772248. 


Quality  Continental  System  plus 
total  package  NPA  recommended 

Umdasch  System, 

Apeils  Contracts  Ltd.,  Unit  F, 

Dalroad  industrial  Estate, 

Dallow  Road,  Luton,  Beds.  LU1 1FP. 

Ring  Luton  (0582)  30833  NOW! 


and  PHARMACY 

Specialists 


Complete  service  N.P.A.  and 

NUMARK  approved. 

H plan  UNIT  SHOPFITTINGS 

Eustace  International 
E  Plan  Estate,  New  Road 
Newhaven,  Sussex  BN9  0AE 
Telephone:  07912-7711 

(TCW) 


K  H  WOODFORD &Co  Ltd 
Ring  Now  0202  36272 


alpan 

shopfitting  limited 

alplan  house,  cavalier  road, 
heathf  ield,  newton  abbot,  devon. 
tql2  6tg      tel.  0626  832059. 
from  counters  to  total  contracts 
alplan  s  national  coverage  for 

pharmacies 


Don't  let  thieves  pocket 
your  profits 


Every  year  business's 


/   Tele  Photo 

/Services  Ltd.. 
The  Security  Centre. 

large  and  small  lose  4%   S  wsoidhamRoad. 

.       ...  S        New  Cross.  Manchester  4 

of  their  turnover  to  shoplifters.  * 


•  No  Deposit 

•  Simple  no  fuss 
installation 

•  5  year  guarantee 

•  Full  tax  relief 

•  CCTV  Security  pays 
for  itself 


7  < 

u 

Name- 


Address. 


Postcode. 


For  further  details  without  obligation,  fill  in  the  coupon 


Stock  wanted 


Tel  No. 


GENERIC 
ISLETS 


A.  &  H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 
8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  0BA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:   "Salvall",  London 

E.c.1.  (TCW: 


Approved  Prescription  Services  Limited 

CLECKHEATON.  WEST  YORKSHIRE.  BD193BZ 
TELEPHONE:  —    CLECKHEATON  10274)876776. 


WE  PURCHASE 
SHOP  STOCKS  AND 
MANUFACTURERS  SURPLUS 

Please  telephone  or  write: 

LAWRENCE  EDWARDS 
AND  CO.  LTD., 
Wellington  Close, 
London  W11  2 AN. 
Tel:  01-727  3137-8  (1?/1F) 


Buying  or  Selling  a 
Pharmacy,  Recruiting  Staff. 
Selling  Stock,  Looking  for 
Agents  or  Wholesaling 
Cosmetics? 

Then  make  use  of  our  services 
because  Chemist  &  Druggist 
goes  to  the  right  media  and 
works  for  you. 


Miscellaneous  for  sale 


Shopfittings  For  Sale 

Due  to  the  closure  of  chemist 
lock  up,  at  Gants  Hill,  llford. 

We  have  for  sale  entire 
shopfittings  and  display  units. 

Please  contact 
Mr.  Newman  on  01-515  6789 


FOR  SALE 

Interplan  System  80, 
Bracket  Systems. 

Ring  David  Olney  on 
0525  381356 


DUE  TO  RE-FIT 

Shopfittings  for  sale.  Must  clear. 

Telephone: 
Cartes  Chemist  01-903  8502 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd,  Sidcup,  Kent.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd,  Whitstable,  Kent.  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A 
Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  24/  16/8s. 


Kvicii  iu  icii*iui  iiiij  ot 
distributing  Services 


DANDA  PACKAGING 
CO  LTD 

8  PRIORY  ROAD  LONDON  N8 

TEL:  01-341  0067 
or  01-348  2961 

POLYTHENE  CARRIER 
BAGS 

Printed  to  your  own  specifications. 
All  size  carriers  in  stock. 

Bin  Liners,  Refuse  Sacks,  etc. 

London  area  only 

Phone  or  write  for  free  samples 


Focus  Solutions 

Suppliers  &  Wholesalers  of 
Contact  Lens  Solutions 
Eye  Care  Cosmetics 
and  Accessories 

Burton  Parsons 
Barnes  Hind 
Contactasol  Allergan 

Smith  &  Nephew 
Alcon  Optrex  Optique 
Sauflon  Pharmaceutical 

Telephone  Harry  Applebaum  at 
Berkhamsted  (04427)  74326 
for  details 

Focus  Contact  Lenses 

Northbridge  Road,  Berkhamsted, 
Herts.,  HP4  1EH 


THE  COMPLETE  SH0PFITTERS 


Quality  Continental  System  plus  total  package 
NPA  recommended 

Apeils  Contracts  Ltd.  Umdasch  System,  Unit  F  Dalroad 
Industrial  Estate,  Dallow  Road,  Luton,  Beds  LU1 1FP. 

RING  Luton  (0582)  30833  NOW! 


DENNIS  HILLYARD 
CONTACT  LENS 
SUPPLIES  LIMITED 

55  Barton  Road,  Water  Eaton  Estate, 

Milton  Keynes,  Bucks. 

Tel:  STD  (0908)  74537 

Telex:  847777  DELRAY  G  Attn.  151 

soL 

A. 
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all  contact 
lens 

solutions, 
cases  and 
accessories. 


PARACETAMOL  TABLETS? 

WE'RE  THE  UK's  LARGEST  SPECIALIST  PRODUCER! 

In  bulk  or  bottles,  strip  pack  or  own  label  —  try  us  for 
aspirin  or  saccharin  too! 

Fast  service  —  unbeatable  prices  —  from 

THE  WALLIS  LABORATORY, 

11 CAMFORD  WAY,  SUNDON  PARK,  LUTON  LU3  3AN 
TEL:  Luton  (0582)  584884 


PLASTIC  PRODUCTS 

BABY  PANTS 
TODDLER  PANTS 
INCONTINENCE  PANTS 
MATTRESS  SHEETS 
COT  SHEETS 

etc.,  etc. 

HENLEYS 
OF  HORNSEY 
LTD. 

London  N8  0DL 

Tel:  01-889  3151/6 


FAIRFIELD  DISPLAYS 

SHOPFITTING  & 
DISPLAY  EQUIPMENT 

Large  range  of  toughened 

glass  cubes,  glass 
counters,  showcases,  wall 
units,  counter  top 
displays. 
Unique  window  display 

system. 
Agents  throughout  U.K. 
Send  for  free  brochure. 

NEW  SHOWROOM:  32  Victoria  Road,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GU14  7PG.  Tel:  0252  46191/2  or  31751 1/2/3 


ORALCER 


■ SLOW  RELEASE  F    ■  .  .. 

pellets  °  MOUTH  ULCERS 


NOT  A  GEL  -  NOT  A  PASTILLE  -  BUT  PELLETS 
that  slowly  release  2  Active  ingredients  at  site  of  ulceration 

>/ITABIOTICS  LTD.  122  Mount  Pleasant  Alperton  Mddx.  01-903  5541 


MCL.PROVIDE  THE  SOLUTIONS... 

to  your  contact  lens  solution  problems 
from  the  largest  stocks  in  the  U.K. 


QUALITY 
(RELIABILITY 
SERVICE 


Contact  Reggie  Ormes.  MCL  Services  Ltd., 
Castleham  Road,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  East  Sussex, 
TN38  9NB  or  telephone  Hastings  53381  7 


Earth 

Jams 

JZ 100/  Fruit 
JZl  No  Added  Sugar 
vIZT  No  Saccharin 
[Zf  No  Sorbitol* 

5(c With  no  sorbitol-related 
side-effects. 

All   Whole  Earth 
Jams   are  clearly 
labelled  as  to  in- 
gredients and 
analysis.  They 
contain  10  grams 
CHO  and  35  calo- 
ries per  oz,  all  deri- 
ved from  fruit.  Regularly 
advertised  in  'Here's  Health  and  'Balance'. 
Available  from:  UniChem,  Vestric,  OTC  Supplies 
(Southampton)    and    other   major  wholesalers. 

Natural  Sweetness 
7  Great  Flavours 

Suitable  for  Diabetics 


Whole  Earth,  Cobbold  Road,  London  NW10 
01-451  3111 


You  need  have  no  fear 
of  stocking  up  on  any 

International  Laboratories 

product  for  two  very 

sound  reasons .... 


Interlabs  guarantee  that 
any  stock  you  do  not  sell 
we  will  take  back  and  credit 
with  no  strings  attached. 

2.  Interlabs  constantly  offer  you 
the  best  Pharmaceutical 
Trade  Margins 

-50%  on  cost 


Raymond  Bellm  —  Managing  Director 

YOUR  GUARANTEE  FOR: 

MIGRALEVE  •  MUCRON  Tablets/Liquid 
DO-DO  •  DERMIDEX  •  EAREX 
COLLIS-BROWNE'S  •  CRAMPEX 

INTERNATIONAL  LABORATORIES  LTD 
WILSOM  ROAD,  ALTON  HANTS  GU342TJ.  TEL  (ALTON)  042088174 

THE  GUARANTEE  IN  FULL: 

International  Laboratories  Ltd.,  guarantee  the 
sales  of  all  their  advertised  products  whether 
brought  direct  or  from  a  wholesaler. 
Stock  redundant  through  lack  of  demand  or 
unsaleable  through  damage,  breakage  or  age, 
may  be  returned  at  any  time  for  full  credit  or 
exchange  without  question. 

